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Village Sparkled for the Holidays
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN
The Bronxville Chamber of Commerce
presented, “Light Up the Town, Come See
Bronxville Sparkle” on December 3, continuing
on December 5, beginning with Carolers from
Concordia Conservancy, serenading store after
store on Pondfield Road and Park Place on December 3.
Premier Sponsors of the event included
the Chamber; NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence Hospital; Merit Auto Body and Village of

Bronxville. Presenting Sponsors were Candy
Rox; BXVL Coffeehouse; Value Drugs; Bronxville Diner and Booskerdoo Coffee and Baking
Company.
Speaking about the opening night festivities, Bronxville Chamber of Commerce President Leah Caro noted, “Bronxville Village and
Bronxville Chamber kicked off the Holiday
Season with ‘Light Up the Town.’ Many of our
merchants [store fronts] and the trees around
the Village were lit by Christmas Lights and
continued on page 6
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NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence Hospital
Unveils New Endoscopy Services and
Ambulatory Surgical Unit Suites

Iona Preparatory High School Students
Deliver Christmas Cheer, Holiday Gifts
to Local Children with Disabilities

Surgical leadership including L-R: Dr. Anthony Pucillo, Associate Chief Medical Officer & Director of Cardiac Operations at NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence Hospital; Dr Laurie Walsh, DNP, Chief Nursing Officer &
Vice President Patient Care Services, NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence Hospital; Michael Fosina, President, NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence Hospital; Mary Cassai, Senior Vice President,
Perioperative Services at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital; Timothy J. Hughes, CPA, Vice
President of Operations, NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence Hospital
On December 15, NewYork-Presbyterian
Lawrence Hospital unveiled its new state of the
art endoscopy services and ambulatory surgical
unit suites at a socially distanced ribbon cutting
ceremony.
The 15,000 square foot space is located on
the second floor of the hospital in Bronxville,
complete with thirteen private rooms for patient
prep and recovery. Each room offers a seamless
patient experience in a warm and comfortable
environment for pre and post operative procedures. The space also offers two new state of the

art endoscopy procedure rooms and one outpatient procedure room for minor surgery. Video
integrations and inter-op radiological imaging
are also available to patients.
A team of board-certified surgeons from
NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence Hospital and
specialists from ColumbiaDoctors, the faculty practice Columbia University Irving Medical Center and NewYork-Presbyterian Medical
Group Westchester will utilize the new facility
for bariatric, breast, colorectal, endocrine, gastrointestinal, vascular, and general surgery.

Iona Prep seniors Gavin Blenk and Angelo Squillante, freshman Nigel Presume and junior Michael Punzalan
continued the 35-year partnership the New Rochelle private school has with Hawthorne Country Day School.
A group of Iona Preparatory's high school students spent their day (December 20) spreading
Christmas cheer during a visit to the Hawthorne Country Day School (HCDS), which provides academic and vocational skills to children with disabilities. Iona Prep students visited with elementary,
middle, and high school students at the day school and provided Christmas gifts that the Iona Prep
community collected and wrapped over the last few weeks. This was part of an ongoing relationship
between the two schools that has spanned more than 35 years.

Maria Regina High School Students Celebrate Meaningful Holiday Season

The students of the renowned all-girls
Catholic Maria Regina High School (MRHS) celebrated another banner season of giving back
meaningfully to several essential community
causes.
The series of campaigns began with a
Thanksgiving food drive to benefit St. Peter-St
Denis Church’s Food Pantry in Yonkers. In the
spirit of the meaning of Thanksgiving—to love,
care and share—the students not only donated
276 frozen turkeys but 200 food bags packed
with 3,770 canned and boxed nutritious food
items that they had purchased in the weeks before the holiday. Their generosity and energy

made it possible for families in need, including
children, to enjoy a traditional Thanksgiving
Day meal.
Simultaneously, MRHS students embarked
on several other back-to-back initiatives leading to Christmas. Despite freezing temperatures, 40 students recently slept overnight in
cardboard boxes in the school’s courtyard to
help raise awareness and support for the unsheltered homeless, again several of whom are
children.
The students’ efforts marked the school’s
20th Box City Campaign. In addition to sacrificing the warmth and comfort of their homes

to experience some of the challenges facing the
homeless, they collected and donated personal care items including toothpaste and toothbrushes, deodorants, soaps, shampoos, hand
sanitizers, wash clothes and socks as well as
raised some money for this cause. In MRHS’ 20
Box City campaigns, students have raised about
$50,000 to help the homeless in Westchester
communities and New York City.
Continuing a Maria Regina tradition, students conducted a whole-family Christmas
drive for Mercy Center (www.mercycenterbronx.org), the community nonprofit committed “to empower women and their families in
the South Bronx to liberate themselves from
economic poverty.” The students set a goal to
collect and donate gifts to all members of 100
families, including parents and children served
by the Mercy Center, and create personalized
Christmas cards.
The students created Christmas cards
for each of the 169 children at Elizabeth Seton
Children’s, the renowned and pioneering Yonkers-based provider of care, education, and
hope for children afflicted with some of the
most challenging medical conditions.
And Christmas would not be complete
without a toy drive. For the first time the school
initiated an Alumnae in Service Project, entitled
Maria Regina Cares, to benefit The Cardinal
McCloskey Community Services (CMCS) Hol-
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iday Toy Drive. Under the leadership efforts
of Jeanne Mastoloni Almeida ’79, legacy students acted as ambassadors in the initiative by
encouraging others to bring in toys and overseeing the toy collection at morning drop-offs.
They were joined by more than 10 legacy mothers and daughters and other alumnae who sorted and wrapped the gifts at CMCS headquarters in Valhalla.
As a result, more than 300 toys and items
were collected for girls ages 12-18 years old
who live in communities served by CMCS. “We
are thrilled with the success of this initial effort to show how the alumnae of Maria Regina
continue to live out the mission of the Sisters
of the Resurrection years after graduation,” said
Elizabeth O’Keeffe Cleary, MRHS Director of
Advancement, adding: “This meaningful project
resulted in spreading joy during the Christmas
season and, in addition, brought alumnae, students, and parents together.”
Principal Maria Carozza-McCaffrey ‘99
added: “It’s impossible to quantify the many and
varied ways the extended Maria Regina family
contribute not only during the Christmas season but throughout the year as well, quietly and
without fanfare. The students are mirror images
of the charitable and joy-filled Mission the Sisters of the Resurrection built this school upon.”
For more information, visit www.mariaregina.org.

From the Office of the Mayor of Bronxville
TRUSTEES
Robert Underhill
Helen Knapp
Bill Fredericks
Mary Taylor Behrens
Village Historian
Ray Geselbracht
BY MAYOR MARY MARVIN
DECEMBER 20, 2021
At this time of taking stock and reviewing
the year with gratitude and appreciation, there
is no better moment to thank the dozens of Village residents who stepped up in 2021 to volunteer on behalf of their government.
Without those dedicated citizens mentioned, the Trustees and I could not run the
government with efficiency – plans reviewed
and approved, new initiatives put forward and
projects imagined. Their efforts resulted in literally thousands of donated hours of time, expertise and professionalism.
This list is not only a thank you on behalf
of the entire Village Hall team but also names
of your neighbors on committees that may help
you with various questions or needed advice on
their areas of expertise.
“The best way to find yourself is to lose
yourself in the service of others.” Ghandi

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Ed Forst
Don Gray
Anne Poorman
Guy Longobardo
Leighton Welch
Elizabeth Favaro
PLANNING BOARD
Gary Reetz
Larry Vranka
Michael Goldman
Jim Hayden
Leslie Meyers
Ashley Hanrahan
Albert Van Ness
Jim Murray
Rene Atayan
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If we inadvertently forgot anyone, I apologize in advance and will mention as a deserved addendum next week.
“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.” Winston Churchill

DESIGN REVIEW
COMMITTEE
Neal Stufano
Stephen Hawkey
Larry Vranka
Bill Dowling
Marissa Sheumack
Maureen Hackett

BOARD OF ASSESSMENT
REVIEW
Bob Shearer
John Hill
David Harris
Jeff Poorman
Ben Lentz
Lisa Connors

ZONING BOARD
Stuart Mackintosh
Marty Murrer
John Browne
Jane Regan
Charlie Law
Mariellen Carpenter
Gregory Jachno
John Dillon
Eric Haims
Sheldon Reynolds

LIBRARY BOARD OF
TRUSTEES
Margaret Mager
Christina Krettecos
Bob Shearer
Thomas Dordevic
Josh Rucci
Nina Evision
Diana Deichert
Kevin Charlton
Priscilla Newman
Katy Barrett
Catherine Bird
Nick Parks

ETHICS BOARD
Don Kennedy
John Priesing
Bill Slattery
Marilynn Hill
Wendy Riggs

January 2022

FRIENDS OF THE
BRONXVILLE LIBRARY
Lauren Toal
Grace Gilmer
Carolyn Mattson
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Zahabia Brainch
Laura Kinon
Rekha Waggoner
Dina Grant
Jody Klessel
Irena Choi Stern
Amy Brown
Charlotte Sullivan
Susan Gordan
VOLUNTEERS GREEN
COMMITTEE 2021
Ellen Edwards
Maria Terjanian
Carole Upshur
Christina Weiler
Ruth Walter
Rebecca Bend
Fredrica Beveridge
Sue Brownie
Desire Buenzle
Gemma Clarke
Susan Cody
Josyane Colwell
Joan Golan
Craig Hart
Niamh Hartnett
Lisa Kahraman
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Elizabeth Kiehner
Janie Koopmans
Pam Lippe
Carolyn Mattson
Liz Maze
Judith McNatt
Susanna McNatt
Charles Miers
Mary Liz Mulligan
Dennise Mulvihill
Wendy Murphy
Natasha Nordahl
Kellie O’Connor
Dave Phillips
Nicki Piercy
Gretchen Pingel
Cieu Lan Seherr-Thoss
Ben Shively
Nancy Snell
Young Suh
Tara Tyberg
Cathy Tveter
Laura van Tienhoven
Gene Westmoreland
Eliza Brennan
Joseph Cutaia
Charles van Tienhoven

Virtual Christmas Pageants Shone Brightly at The Immaculate
Conception School
This holiday season, The Immaculate Conception School in Tuckahoe, hosted a virtual Christmas Pageant for grades K-8th grade. The need to bring joy and cheer to students was greater than
ever as the COVID-19 pandemic continues. Students in grades K through 2nd sang three hymns; 2nd
through 5th sang three more; and 6th through 8th re-enacted the Nativity, reading the lines from
the Gospel of Luke.
Videos from the pageant are available below:
•
Part One https://youtu.be/XCjSAEnHULA
•
Part Two https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=WP9gNXDDqFM
•
Part Three https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=S7zs5hyvGjQ

Stepinac High School Alumnus Daniel P. Mahoney Gives Back
Again with $1 Million Donation
Daniel P. Mahoney, a distinguished alumnus (Class of ’67) and long-time supporter of
Stepinac High School, recently returned with his
wife, Susan, to give back again to his alma mater
that he credits for shaping his success as well as
those of many other young men.
This time, his commitment to Stepinac
came as a $1 million gift, the single largest donation in the 73-year history of the renowned allboys Catholic high school. In recognition of the
significance that the contribution will make in
supporting the school’s mission to provide students with the skills they will need to be globally
competitive, the groundbreaking Honors Academy will be renamed the Susan and Daniel P. Mahoney Honors Academy.
Launched four years ago, the Honors Academy, which Mahoney praises for its curriculum
innovation, is a small learning program for academically top performing students that provides
college-level studies focused on real-world applications in four disciplines—engineering, finance, health sciences and law—leading to potential careers.
During their visit, Dan and Susan met
with three seniors who gave them an overview
of the advanced studies they were pursuing in
the Honors Academy— Calvin Lindo of Yonkers
and Lachlan McIntyre of White Plains, both Law
Academy and Nathaniel Alvarez of Ossining, Engineering Academy.
The Mahoneys also had the opportunity to
see Stepinac’s latest cutting-edge learning spaces including the new STEAM Center and Finance
Center that are typically found at a college, not
at a high school. As a former Wall Street executive, Dan was especially impressed by the
Finance Center’s real-time LED ticker displays
and Bloomberg Terminal and Bloomberg Market
Concepts features.
In accepting Mahoney’s gift, Fr. Thomas
Collins (Class of ’79), Stepinac President, said:
“On behalf of our truly grateful Stepinac family,
especially the students, I extend deep appreciation for your very generous gift. It truly reflects your abiding faith in the school’s tradition
of shaping tomorrow’s leaders. Thanks to your
investment, you will help assure that Stepinac
remains strong as a preeminent leader in secondary education.”

ocese had ever staged an
offsite prom.
Not known for being
shy, Dan was willing to
personally make a case
for staging the prom off
campus at a meeting at
the Cardinal’s office in
Manhattan. In a manner
of speaking, the Cardinal
blessed the idea. The fact
that Stepinac never returned to holding a prom
on the school’s premises and, in so doing, set
a precedent for other
Archdiocese high schools
to follow, speak to the
success and impact of
Dan’s initiative.
After graduating in
1971 from Boston College
Susan and Dan Mahoney and the Stepinac Honors Academy students they
where he majored in fimet with (l-r): Calvin Lindo, Nathaniel Alvarez and Lachlan McIntyre.
nance, Dan pursued a
successful career spanning more than 30 years
Father Collins added: “Dan’s professionon Wall Street as a New York Stock Exchange
al achievements and steadfast and significant
specialist. He served as a senior partner at CMJ
financial support for Stepinac as well as for so
Partners, a leading New York Stock Exchange
many worthy causes are a testament to the
member firm.
meaning of a Stepinac education, grounded in
Susan had the distinction of being in the
Catholic values, that distinguish our alumni. He
first class of women (1973) to graduate from
and his wife, Susan, have left an indelible mark
Dartmouth College and to do so with honors-here at Stepinac and in their communities.”
Phi Beta Kappa and Magna Cum Laude.
Dan grew up in an extended Stepinac famThe Mahoneys, now living in Jupiter, Florily. His older brothers, Walter and Jay, respecida, were longtime residents of Rye where they
tively, graduated in 1963 and 1965 as well as
became pillars of that community as well as the
cousins Bob Silbernagel, 1962 and Kenny Silberneighboring region. Susan served on the board
nagel, 1965.
of trustees of Rye Country Day School for 14
As a Stepinac student, Dan demonstrated
years and was responsible for leading three maan entrepreneurial flair and was an enterprisjor fund-raising campaigns.
ing go-getter. He suggested and spearheaded a
For many years, they volunteered their time
campaign to attract local businesses to take out
on behalf of United Hospital Medical Center in
paid ads in the Crusader student publication. He
Port Chester. They both served on the executive
also served as business manager of the yearbook.
committee and Dan chaired the hospital’s founBut, his most consequential initiative was
dation as well. The Mahoneys were honored by
recommending that Stepinac’s prom be held at
the hospital for the significant, long-term and
entertainment venues off campus, starting with
dedicated service they contributed.
Glen Island Casino in New Rochelle. The adminAnother cause they have championed is
istration thought the suggestion had merit but
Middlebury College, Vermont where two of their
it needed to be approved by the Archdiocese of
children, Melissa Wirth and Derek Mahoney atNew York as no high school within the Archdi-
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tended, the experience of which resulted in the
Mahoneys establishing a family endowment to
provide financial stipends for summer internships that focus on areas that help others.
In addition, serving on the board of the
Carver Center in Port Chester, the community
nonprofit that meets the needs of families including children is another Mahoney family tradition. Dan was a board member for many years,
followed by their son, Derek, and continues today with daughter-in-law, Molly.
Taking care of children has been the centerpiece of the Mahoneys’ lives. Dan and Susan are
the parents of three children, one of whom, Ryan,
passed away at the age of 31 from Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. The tragic loss led Dan and Sue to support the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s mission to fight blood cancer through cutting-edge
research aimed at advancing cures.
They are grandparents to 10. In addition,
more than 30 years ago they met two boys and
a girl who “needed a family structure.” Dan explained. Susan added: “It evolved into a mutual
loving relationship that has lasted all these years.
Now in their 40’s, they have enriched our lives as
much as we have enriched theirs.”
And, of course, throughout these many
years, Dan has championed Stepinac for remaining true to its core values. In addition to financial support, he has served as an ambassador for
the school to motivate other alumni to invest
in Stepinac’s future. In return, his alma mater
expressed its appreciation in 2001 when he was
inducted into the Hall of Fame.
The unique, real-world approach of
Stepinac’s rigorous and innovative academic
curriculum was brought home to Dan and Susan when they learned that Honors Academy law
students are undertaking college-level projects
like how to write a brief for a trial. Dan noted: “It
is so important in these challenging and volatile
times for high school students to take specialized courses like the ones the Honors Academy
offers that will make it easier for them to excel
in college.”
When asked if he had some advice to impart to today’s students, Dan said: “Listen, learn,
take risks, bring others along with your success
and, above all, believe in yourself.”
For more information, visit Stepinac.org
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Virtual and “Live” Calendar of Events

What’s Happening at the Bronxville Public
Library

Thursday Matinee: Gypsy (A Tribute to Stephen Sondheim Series)
January 6 from 1:30 to 4pm
The story of burlesque star Gypsy Rose Lee, her rise to stardom from vaudeville and her volatile
relationship with her ambitious mother.
Mr. Matt & Turtle Dance Live on the Big Screen!
January 10 at 12 noon
Join us In-person in the Yeager Room at 11:30 AM. Can’t make it into the Library? No worries, LOG
IN at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81985532465#success the Day of the show. Call The Bronxville
Children’s Library for Details: 914-337-7680 ext 834
After-school Teen Movie
January 11 at 4pm
Jumanji Welcome to the jungle! Four high school kids discover an old video game console and are
drawn into the game’s jungle setting, literally becoming the adult avatars they chose. Middle & High
school-aged welcome.
Chess Club for Children Grades 1-5
January 11 from 5:30 to 6:30pm
6 week Session Chess Club
Tuesdays at 5:30 PM January 4th – February 8th in the Learn & Play Area of the Bronxville Children’s
Library. No Experience Necessary/ Grades 1-5 / Ages 5-12 years. REGISTRATION Call (914) 337-7680
ext. 834.
Take-n-Make Tuesdays
January 11 through January 25 at 12 noon
Stop by the Bronxville Children’s Room and pick up a Take-n-Make
activity bag, while supplies last. First Come, First Served. Additional
Materials may be needed from home. Activities appropriate for Ages
2-6 (with adult supervision/some small bits included)

Westchester County COVID-19 Testing Location Available: Please be advised Westchester County
has partnered with Quadrant BioSciences to offer free PCR COVID-19 testing at the Westchester
County Center. This testing is appointment only – walk-ins will not be accepted. Appointments will
only be available three days in advance. Testing is for anyone experiencing symptoms or anyone who
has been exposed to someone who tested positive for COVID-19. The testing is not for travel. Testing
is available for all ages, including children and infants. Tests can be scheduled here: http://www.
westchestergov.com/health
Testing will be conducted through the below schedule:
Jan 6, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Jan 7, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Jan. 10, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Jan. 11, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
St. Paul’s Church National Historic Site
897 South Columbus Avenue, Mount Vernon
914-667-4116 | www.nps.gov/sapa
January 8 at 1pm
Stand Off at Staten Island
Enjoy a performance of “Stand Off at Staten Island,” a new play that dramatizes the fateful Peace
Conference at Staten Island in Sept. 1776, with Lord Richard Howe of England, and American leaders
John Adams and Benjamin Franklin meeting to consider a British proposal to end the Revolutionary
War. This is a live program, and reservations are required, through the Calendar section of the St.
Paul’s website.
January 17 at 1pm
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Presentation
In recognition of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Professor Michael Honey, U. of Washington, author of
landmark books on Dr. King, “To the Promised Land” and “Going Down Jericho Road,” explores the
life & struggles of the great civil rights leader. This is a distance presentation, through shared platform; make a reservation through the St. Paul’s website, Calendar section.

How to Make College Affordable
January 19 from 8 to 9pm
According to a recent survey by ECMC Group, a non-profit geared
towards education access, fewer than half of high school students are planning to attend a four-year
college; that’s a drop of over 20% in just six months. The reason: they think college will cost too
much. College in the US is expensive, but it does not have to be out of reach for anyone. Join us for
an in-depth conversation about the cost of college and how to find your family’s path to an affordable degree. Register at: https://www.applerouth.com/signup/?scheduleid=479954 Please submit
questions when registering.
Dawny Dew is BACK IN BRONXVILLE!
January 20 at 1pm
Join us for wiggles, giggles & musical fun in the Yeager Room of the
Bronxville Library! Registration is required to be admitted to the show. Call
914-337-7680 ext. 834 to reserve your spot.

Pastels Drawing Class
January 21 from 10 to 11:30am
Explore the classics in color with pastel and oil pastels
during this in-person art class. Students will choose to
create their art with pastels from favorite classic artists like
Monet, Gauguin and Van Gogh amongst others. Practice
the art of color and technique . A truly enjoyable time!
Registration required: call or visit the Reference Desk: 914-337-7680 ext. 824
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Pelham Art Center Faculty Exhibition
Pelham Art Center will hold its 2022 Faculty
Exhibition, on view January 8 through January
29, 2022. This annual exhibition features new
work in a variety of mediums by the Art Center’s distinguished instructors. Exhibited artwork ranges from drawings and oil paintings to
ceramics and collage. This exhibition provides
a great opportunity to collect original art from
established artists, and to view the diverse expertise that instructors impart in the classes at
Pelham Art Center.
Participating Artists: Mecca Alim, Jeanne
Carreau, JC English, Frank Fanelli, Keith Gordon, Edgar Jerins, Hayley Ferber, Letizia Gentile,
Sonika Gupta, Eleanor Miller, Charlotte Mouquin, Susan Nathenson, Nancy Nikkal, Donna
Ross, Susan Saas, Erika Shallcross, The Nerdy
Duo, and more.
Pelham Art Center instructors are professional artists in their associated media. They are
not only artists but also curators, collectors, entrepreneurs, scholars, and community pillars who
have kindled creativity in thousands of students.
Many are graduates of premier fine arts programs,
hold prestigious awards and apprenticeships, and

have been widely exhibited nationally and internationally. Since its founding in 1970, Pelham Art
Center teaching artists have nurtured the creative
potential of students of all levels.
Opening Reception Saturday, January 8th
2:00-4:00pm. Attend the free opening reception on January 8th, 2:00-4:00pm. Meet the
instructors and discover what you can learn in
Pelham Art Center’s winter classes for children
and adults.
Pelham Art Center is a non-proﬁt educational and cultural institution committed to
providing public access to see, study and experience the arts, foster lifelong arts appreciation
and thereby strengthen the community. The
Art Center was founded in 1970 and now serves
more than 16,000 people each year. These
events and programs are made possible, in part,
by ArtsWestchester with funds from Westchester County Government with the support of
County Executive George Latimer. Pelham Art
Center also receives funding from: New York
State Council on the Arts, A State Agency, and
Pelham Community Members and Annual Fund
Donors. Visit pelhamartcenter.org for details.

Erika Shallcross, Collage

Eleanor Miller, SelfPortrait During Pandemic

Village Sparkled for the Holidays
continued from page 1

Fifth Graders Program Dash Robots

other Holiday Lights. The
Conversancy Choir sang
carols, holiday tunes, and
strolled around Town getting everybody in the spirit.”
Light Up the Town
continued on December 5
with a parade consisting
of Eastchester Fire Department Engine Number
30, Police escorts and a
municipal vehicle carrying
the Bronxville Girls Varsity Cross Country Champions. Other participants
included Chamber President Caro; Santa Claus,
who was surrounded by
kids; Trustee Robert S. Underhill and Heart of

Bronxville
Elementary
School fifth graders have been
exploring line-based code and
learning how to apply their
knowledge of sequencing, loops,
conditionals and functions to
this new language. As part of a
challenge in technology specialist Claire Hollocou’s class, the
students programmed Dash robots.
Having reviewed a coding
skill at the beginning of the lesson, the students split their time
between two stations. In one
station, they applied the skill to
line-based code while trying to
solve puzzles, while in the other
station, they used line-based code to help their robots to complete challenges.
“In the puzzle station, the students helped a character,
Byte, collect gems by navigating through a maze, toggling
switches and avoiding obstacles,” Hollocou said. “They used
the skills they have learned along the way to help them do
this. In the robot station, they used sequencing, loops, conditionals and functions to get their Dash to complete a race
and different challenges.”
Hollocou said the activity fostered collaboration
among the students as they navigated together through the
challenges. In addition, it further enhanced their critical
thinking and problem-solving skills and encouraged them
to apply an already learned skill to a new, more complicated
programming language.
“I hope that students grow their passion for coding
and their confidence in themselves,” she said. “Many of
the skills we learn in coding can be applied to all parts of
their day. Whether they are trying to solve a problem with
a friend or in math class, understanding how to apply logic
and perspective-taking are powerful skills.”

Hudson Girl Scout Troop Number 1506.
“I love being Santa Claus,
it’s the greatest job in the
world,” Santa exclaimed.
The Bronxville Diner provided hot chocolate, cookies,
sweets and candy canes. “It
was always nice to give out hot
chocolate, cookies, muffins and
watch children’s faces light up
as Santa drove by,” Bronxville
Diner employee Konstantinos
Koloutsos observed.
A sign in the window
of Toney Toni and the Gang
on Pondfield Road said it all:
“Happy Everything!”
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The Picture House Regional Film Center Expands to Bronxville
The Picture House Regional Film Center announced that it will expand operations
to Bronxville extending its film and education
programs to the historic movie theater on Kraft
Avenue that is owned and was previously operated by Bow Tie Cinemas.
The announcement of its growth into
Bronxville comes as the film center continues the year-long centennial celebration of its
iconic Pelham theater. The Bronxville expansion will add three screens —
and another 1920s era theater — to the
regional film center, allowing for even more
wide-ranging and varied programming of new,
independent, foreign, and documentary films.
The addition of the Bronxville theater will also
increase audiences and strengthen the impact of
The Picture House across the region through amplified access to the best available cinema, conversations, arts education, and live performances.
Bronxville Mayor Mary Marvin said: “When
we learned that the Bronxville movie theater
was in danger of not reopening post-pandemic,
we immediately put a call out to the community
for a creative solution to keep the theater alive.
We then heard that The Picture House Regional

Photo by Len Elmer.
Film Center might be a possibility and we were
absolutely thrilled. The way The Picture House
brings communities together around film and
cultural discourse is exactly what we were hoping for in Bronxville. We have no doubt that having a Picture House location here in Bronxville
will not only strengthen our community culturally, it will also help attract more people to eat,
shop, and visit our downtown.”
President and Executive Director of The
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Picture House, Laura deBuys added:
“Our nonprofit was formed in 2003
when the Pelham theater was scheduled for demolition. It seems so fitting
that, with the expansion to Bronxville,
we can rescue another 1920s theater
and further our mission at the same
time. We’ll be extending Picture House
programming to the Kraft Avenue location, exhibiting a wide array of films as
we entertain, educate, and build community around a shared love of art.”
“We’re so grateful to Bow Tie,”
deBuys added. “We’ve worked together
for over six months to figure out how
to make this work for Bronxville and for Westchester.”
Ben Moss, CEO of Bow Tie, added, “As a
four-generation family-owned company understanding the significance of movie theaters
to local communities, we as much as anyone
wanted to find a way to keep movies alive and
well in Bronxville. Given our belief in the value
The Picture House provides to the communities it serves, and overwhelming community
support, we are confident in the success of a
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non-profit cinema model in Bronxville and
we’re delighted to help make that happen.”
“It’s incredibly exciting to have this opportunity to broaden our impact and provide even
more unique film and education programming
to Westchester,” said TPH Board Chair Katy Loria. “We’ll reopen the theater in early February
2022. See you at the movies!”
Housed in two historic theaters from the
1920’s, TPH is a thriving regional film center
providing dynamic film and education programs to a diverse and multi-generational audience in Westchester County and beyond.
Across 5 screens in Pelham and Bronxville, NY,
audiences see the best in new, independent,
and classic cinema. TPH education programs
provide students of all ages with the opportunity to learn about the art, science, and business of film. A mission-driven, nonprofit 501(c)
(3) organization, The Picture House has two locations: The Picture House Pelham is located at
175 Wolfs Lane, Pelham, New York, 10803. The
Picture House Bronxville is at 84 Kraft Avenue,
Bronxville, NY, 10708. www.thepicturehouse.
org, info@thepicturehouse.org, or (914) 7383161.
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15th Annual Katie Welling Run a Great Success

Olivia Cevasco Earns YoungArts
National Award for Writing

Thanks to all who participated and/or donated, the 15th Annual Katie Welling Run was a great success!
Katie’s Run which normally takes place on the Saturday of Thanksgiving
weekend and benefits the Bronxville School Foundation ran virtually again this
year for the two-week period from November 15 to November 30. While the
Bronxville School Foundation and the Wellings had hoped that this beloved
Bronxville tradition would be able to be live as well as virtual for 2021, due to the
continued concern with COVID-19, it was ultimately concluded that virtual made
the most sense to ensure maximum safety and flexibility for our participants.
“We are so happy that we were able to continue this very special commuKatie Welling
nity tradition safely and honor Katie,” said Rob Crystal, Bronxville School Foundation Chairperson. “This year marked the 15th annual run/walk and we are so grateful to Helen and Tom
Welling for their continued partnership and support of the Foundation.”
This year’s virtual event had over 214 participants and donors and raised over $23,000. In addition
to those participating locally, we had people from as far away as California, Illinois, Massachusetts, North
Carolina, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Washington, DC and even Nicaragua! We want to thank this amazing
community which included Bronxville alums, community members and friends and family who continued to
capture the spirit of the event by participating virtually and sharing photos of their run/walk/bike on social
media.
Stay tuned for 2022 as we are hopeful that we will be able to bring back our live event.

Bronxville High School senior Olivia Cevasco has received a national honorable mention award in writing for her
screenplay “First Lady Astronauts” in the prestigious 2022
YoungArts competition.
Her screenplay is based on the story of 13 female aviators,
nicknamed the “Mercury 13,” who successfully passed NASA’s
astronaut tests in the early 1960s but were ultimately not accepted as astronauts because of their gender. Cevasco, whose
work stood out among thousands of entries, is among 720 of
the most accomplished young visual, literary and performing
artists from across the country to receive the recognition.
Winners are chosen for their caliber of artistic achievement
by esteemed discipline-specific panels of artists through a
rigorous blind adjudication process.
In addition to monetary awards, all winners receive a
medallion, creative and professional development support
and access to an online portal for YoungArts artists to connect, share their work and discover new opportunities.
Cevasco has previously won a national Silver Medal for
her screenplay in the 2021 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards Olivia Cevasco
competition.

Middle School Orchestra, Band Students
Return to Making Music Together
After more than a year and
a half of not playing in ensemble
conditions, students in Bronxville
Middle School’s band and orchestra programs are excited to get
back to performing together.
In band, eighth graders are
working on two songs – “España
Cañí,” a traditional Spanish theme
that is easily recognizable, and “As
Eagles Soar,” by American band
composer James Swearingen.
They’ve been working on balance
and playing in an ensemble again,
but also emphasizing the importance of being part of a team and
working together. Seventh graders are working on “25 or 6 to 4” by Chicago and “Star Wars” by John
Williams, and sixth graders are working on developing fundamental playing skills and reading.
“The students have been so understanding of the new safety guidelines, and their energy for
playing is evident,” band director Uma Karkala said. “We are all excited to be back and bring the
band back to the school and the community of Bronxville.”
Colette Ungvary, an eighth grader who plays the saxophone, described her class as a “huge
band family” that’s bonded over their love of music and happy to be playing together.
“It’s so cool being able to play an instrument,” said
James O’Shaughnessy, an eighth grader who plays the
French horn. “It’s an overall great time. It’s extremely rewarding once you get it done. You kind of just get to relax
and reflect on how amazing the song was.”
In orchestra, students have been working on their
technique, ensemble skills, theory and rhythm. Under
the guidance of orchestra director Wyeth Tvenge, they’ve
been studying the classic works of Grieg, Holst and
Pachelbel while examining pop music by Mancini, Queen
and others. Students said they enjoy being a member of
the orchestra as they get to perform in harmony together.
“I really have learned a lot from the bow warmups.
Even though I’m an experienced violin player, it was still
really challenging, especially the final one,” seventh grader
Kurtis Williams said. “The theory book is also good and
helpful.”
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Bronxville Teachers Present Their Work
at National, Regional Conferences

Denise Flood and Toby Gillen
Bronxville High School teachers Denise
Flood and Toby Gillen recently presented their
work on foreign language curriculum and social-emotional learning at two virtual conferences. They were invited to share their best
practices at the American Conference on the
Teaching of Foreign Languages from Nov. 19-21,
and the Putnam-Northern Westchester BOCES’
Supporting the Whole Child Regional Conference on Dec. 2.
For the national conference, Flood and
Gillen created an on-demand video session,
“No Place Like Home – A Thematic, Vertical
Approach to World Languages.” They explored
how the foreign language department designed
a thematic unit across the 6-12 continuum that
helped students organize their knowledge,
make connections across grade levels and develop a reflective portfolio that revealed the
students’ growth in language over time.
“In Bronxville School, students traced
the concept of home over the course of seven
years of language study,” Flood said. “‘Home’
was chosen because it is a significant aspect of
one’s identity and provides a wealth of information not only about the individual, but about
the society and culture of the individual. Using
this as our model, our curriculum work re-
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volved around two essential questions: How do
you define home? How does learning another
language transform you? From there, we were
able to create a common thread across the
languages from level 1 to Advanced Placement
and beyond that embraced technology and encouraged reflection, metacognition and critical
thinking.”
At the BOCES conference, Flood and Gillen
discussed social-emotional and mental health
practices during their “Music, Mindfulness and
Movement in the Classroom” workshop. They
shared insight into how to seamlessly integrate
music, movement and mindfulness into lessons
to create a supportive, positive and fun environment for teaching and learning. They also
shared how different SEL strategies can help
students reduce anxiety and stress and improve
concentration and focus.
The conference brought together educators
from across the region and provided them with
opportunities to explore emerging and promising practices in instructional strategies, SEL
and mental health practices, and school and districtwide support models that support the growth
of all learners. They also reflected upon the successes and challenges of educators and engaged
in professional development opportunities.

Guardianship – What You Need to Know

Girl in Transit:

It Takes a Villa

BY BERNARD A. KROOKS,
CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

Belpaese. Beautiful
Country. Tuscany.
By Barbara Barton Sloane
Haven’t we all, at one time or another,
dreamed of staying in an Italian villa? Midway
through our dream, however, reality usually sets
in and the actual prospect of finding the perfect villa and arranging a stay all seem daunting.
Where to start?
A good starting place is Doorways Villa Vacations based in Bryn Mawr, PA. Kit Burns, the
president of Doorways, is intimately acquainted
with Italy and represents many of its villas, estates and homes. She and her staff match their
clients to the property. They will work with you
to choose the perfect location and residence –
and if you wish, even create an itinerary personalized for your particular needs.
I had the chance in Spring to experience one
of Kit’s Italian villas on the Buonvisi Estate near Lucca. With it’s over 500 year’s history, Villa Buonvisi is
something extraordinary. Whether you’re looking
for the perfect little personal “hotel” or want to rent
the whole place for an event, look no further. The
Villa’s present owners are the Swedish Mattsson
family, who stumbled upon the estate on a vacation
through Italy – a place always close to their hearts.
Driving up to Villa Buonvisi, high atop a Tuscan hillside, we wound our way through olive groves
bursting with fragrant blossoms and vineyards just
beginning to mature, gearing up for the September harvest. Finally we reached our destination. Set
back from great manicured lawns, the walkway was
lined with gigantic terra cotta planters and before us
– the Villa! It didn’t disappoint. In fact, it was even
more splendid than in the photos we’d seen. Fully restored to its original façade as dictated by the
Italian government, the Villa was a lovely pink beige
color bearing a Juliet” balcony and a fresco from the
16th Century over the doorway that was discovered
whilst the façade was being restored.
After an affable welcome with a glass of the estate’s fruity Chardonnay, we sat around the pool, trying to take in the vista, the gardens, the long grape
arbor, and the mountains behind us. After a tour of
the Villa, I settled into my room. High ceilings, original ancient tile floors, and a picture-perfect view –
myriad church steeples, chestnut, olive and orange
groves, iconic Tuscan cypress trees dotting the hills,
and the town below, all under an iconic Tuscan sun.
Someone pinch me, quick!
The wonderful thing here is whether you want
to do nothing but chill out or get active and explore
the area, it’s your call. If you feel particularly adventurous, try hiking the mountain behind the Villa. However, a word of caution: this hike is for the
seriously hearty. One climbs through some really
rough terrain, winding through fields of pink, yellow,
white and scarlet wild flowers and dense vegetation.
Guaranteed, you’re going to get a few scratches, and
at some point, you’ll ask: “Why did I start this?” But
it’s too late to turn back so you forge on. After almost two hours, I arrived tired but terribly proud
of myself as I turned, looked down and saw what I’d
accomplished. I’d just climbed a mountain! Oh, and
there was a delicious reward at the end of my climb.

Perched on the very top of the mountain, a cozy
country restaurant, Quatri Venti, where the owner
herself served us at a long communal table set under
a grove of chestnut trees. Try the hearty Ribolita, a
typical thick Tuscan soup with vegetables, beans and
bread, drizzled with olive oil – a delicious primi piatti
and a nice, midday rewad for the morning’s efforts.
One day, plan to visit Lucca. In this small yet
cosmopolitan, walled town, you’ll find charming
trattorias, upscale clothing and jewelry boutiques,
and music. Lots of music. Let’s not forget that this is
the birthplace of Giacomo Puccini. The town offers
hosts of concerts and operas, and in July, the famous
Puccini festival takes place in nearby Torre del Lago.
About an hour from the villa, the Ligurian coastal
jewels of Cinque Terre, five unique fishing villages,
is known as Italy’s “flower-Riviera.” As you walk between the villages, you’ll have breathtaking views
of the emerald blue Mediterranean Sea, vineyards,
lemon trees and pine forests. Sit at an outdoor café
overlooking the sea and participate in one of my favorite pastimes: people-watching. No better way to
spend a lazy afternoon.
Now an event I’ve been waiting for all day: A
sumptuous Italian dinner! I visited a local restaurant,
All’Olivo, and lingered over a traditional Tuscan repast. And, this experience is not to be rushed! Dinners in Italy are long, food is discussed, tasted, appreciated, and the wine flows.
As my departure from Villa Buonvisi drew near,
I thought back over the week – the warm hospitality, the unique and special experiences each day
brought – the tranquility of soft Tuscan evenings,
playing fetch with the resident canine, and the sheer
delight of living like a Tuscan! The Matatsson family,
the Villa’s owners, tells us “the passion for food, the
wine and the culture led us to Tuscany and Lucca
was love at first sight. The 15th century estate became the foundation of our dreams and now we
wish Villa Buonvisi to be a place where you can share
our passion.” Ok, you’ve got your invitation. Now
go - and create your very own Villa memories for a
lifetime.
If You Go: Villa Buonvisi, villabuonvisi.se/en/
Doorways, Ltd., villavacations.com
Barbara Barton Sloane is a Pelham-based
Travel Editor/Columnist who writes for a number
of both national and international publications. She
delights in sharing her global travel experiences
with our readers.
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It seems like almost every day clients are asking
us questions about guardianship, including what is it?
Why do I need it? How can I avoid it?
Keep in mind I am talking about New York law
and the answers may be different in another state.
While there is a movement to make guardianship laws
more uniform, there remain significant differences
among the states.
What is guardianship of the estate? We don’t
use those terms in New York. Other states might
have guardianship of the estate. In New York, we call
it guardianship of the property. We also have guardianship of the person. The difference is that a property management guardian manages the property of
the person who is incapacitated, and a personal needs
guardian manages the personal health care decisions
of the incapacitated person. Sometimes, the same
person serves in both roles and other times there are
different people serving in each role.
Can my Mom name me as her guardian? Maybe.
Your mom (or anyone else) could certainly nominate
you to be their guardian. But only a court can appoint
you as guardian. Once appointed, you will need to report (annually, in most cases) to the court and follow
the court’s direction.
Of course, if your mother has capacity, she could
sign a power of attorney or health care proxy naming
you to that role. In most cases that would avoid any
need for a guardianship. But it does require that Mom
sign the document while she still has capacity.
How much will it cost to get guardianship? That’s
a tough question since in most cases this is outside our
control since we are dealing with an overloaded court
system and sometimes guardianships can be adversarial, which always increases the cost. The fees can
be several thousand dollars and more. If someone is
contesting the need for a guardianship or who the
guardian should be, the fees will likely be substantially
higher. Also, the court will appoint a court evaluator
and/or an attorney for the alleged incapacitated per-

son, which will add additional cost to the proceeding.
If I am guardian, what powers do I have? A
guardian’s powers are generally pretty broad; but it’s
not absolute. You typically need court approval to
move the incapacitated person into a nursing home or
to perform non-routine medical procedures.
But here is an important point: as guardian, you
are not supposed to substitute your own judgment for
that of the other person. If, for example, they had long
maintained that they would not want to be kept alive
on a ventilator, you are expected to follow their longstanding wishes. Similarly, if they had always insisted
on getting full treatment, you should not use your
guardianship to remove life-sustaining treatment.
Am I personally responsible for health care
costs? No. Unless, that is, you have actually signed on
to cover those costs, which the long-term care facility you check your relative into may be happy to make
it easy for you to agree to. The rules are different for
spouses; you may be liable for their care costs because
it is a marital debt. The good news, however, is that
there are many planning techniques available which
could help cover the cost of that care without bankrupting your family.
Does a guardian get paid? Yes. You should keep
good records of what you do on behalf of the incapacitated person. And, of course, the person over whom
you secure guardianship will need to have funds to
pay your fees. But you do not have to work for free.
All guardianship fees payable out of the guardianship
estate are subject to court approval.
For additional questions, make an appointment
for a consultation about guardianship.
Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner of
Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Lawyer of
the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for excellence
in Elder Law and has been honored as one of the “Best
Lawyers” in America since 2008. He was elected to the
Estate Planning Hall of Fame by the National Association of Estate Planners & Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is
past Chair of the Elder Law Committee of the American
College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). (914-6842100 www.elderlawnewyork.com)

Table Hopping with Morris Gut
I have had many fine culinary encounters
in 2021. Here is a short list of favorite dishes
and dining venues you should try not miss in
the coming year!
Irish American with Pizzazz at Jack’s Bar,
Eastchester
Marking their first year, Jack’s is the new
kid on the block, and a darn good one. Owner
Shane Clifford and his staff have been drawing a fine crowd. The space has been totally remodeled and offers an enhanced Irish/
American tavern menu on steroids. The best
way to describe it. Generous specialties coming out of Chef Brendan Donohoe’s kitchen include a refreshing Harvest Green Salad; Double-Stacked Smash Burger; decadent Short
Rib Mac N’ Cheese; Jack’s Meatballs; Seared
Scallops; Chicken Curry; Shroom Pizza out of
their woodfired oven; Berkshire Pork Chop;
and Grilled Lamb Sliders. The staff could not
be more friendly. Open daily. Indoor & outdoor
seating. TVs. Municipal parking; free evenings.
Jack’s Bar, 219 Main St., Eastchester. 914-6527650 www.jackseastchester.com
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Artisanal Pies at Gusto Pizza, Larchmont
David Masliah and Chef Erwen Perez of Encore have opened an artisanal pizza shop next
to their popular bistro. One taste of their pies
and your palate will fly off to foodie heaven. The
imported woodburning pizza oven is named
Victor, after David’s father, who was a pizzaioli
in France for many years. Wines by the glass,
appetizers, salads, and such delish individual
sized pizzas as the Margherita, tomato, fresh
mozzarella, fresh basil; or the Pancetta, tomato,
pancetta, crème fraiche, onion, and mozzarella.
Start with a bright Caesar Salad. Cozy and colorful setting. Open 7 days for lunch & dinner.
Gusto Pizza, 18 Chatsworth Ave., Larchmont.
914-881-3466 www.gustopizzany.com
(Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing consultant and former restaurant trade magazine
editor. He has been tracking and writing about
the food and dining scene in greater Westchester
for 30 years. He may be reached at: 914-235-6591.
Email: gutreactions@optonline.net)
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Business Cards

$96. per issue. Prepaid only. Just mail us your Business Card and Full Payment and we’ll take
care of the rest. Mail to: Shoreline Publishing, 629 Fifth Ave., Suite 213, Pelham, N.Y. 10803

CBM CLEANING SERVICE INC.
Commercial Only
Janitorial Services & Supplies
Office Buildings
Medical Offices
Places of Worship
Carpet Cleaning
Floor Waxing
Insured & Fully Bonded

Dwight D. Reyes
President

2 Spencer Place
Scarsdale, NY 10583
914.384.8621
cbm170@hotmail.com

Classified Ads

7 newspapers over 100,000 readers -- 1 price, prepaid $110.00 for 4 lines.
Ad runs in 7 papers for 1 month. Make check payable to:
Shoreline Publishing, Inc., 629 Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803

ANTIQUES • ART • COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras,
records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 914235-0302.
CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc., Seeks FT job as Caregiver. Excellent
References. Call 914-602-7318.
GRAVE PLOTS FOR SALE
Two grave plots in prime Y section of Sharon Gardens, asking best offer. Call 845-536-0237 for
details.
TREE OF LIFE MUSIC THERAPY
Are you or an aging family member seeking joy and enrichment? Experiencing loneliness or
memory loss? Engage and relax through music during weekly sessions in your home or virtually. Songs from the 40’s, 50’s, 60’s and more... Sing along or simply enjoy listening. Contact
Josh at
914-391-2867.

Website design, logos, brochures, mailers, annual reports,
flyers, business cards, signage, event materials and more...

Let us handle the creative side of your business.
Call 914-738-7869 or email cp@shorelinepub.com
for complete details.
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IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and
Companion. Experienced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.
RIVER FRESH AWNING SERVICES
Mobile service that’s at your convenience. River Fresh Detailing offers a wide array of services
from Awning Cleaning, Pressure Wash, Driveways, Houses and many more. Tel: 914-573-9364
Email: riverfreshdetailing1@gmail.com Facebook and Instagram: riverfreshdetailing
GOTHAM CONSTRUCTION GROUP
Affordale family run business ready to work on a variety of interior & exterior projects including:
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Roofing, Basements, Decks, Driveways, Siding and Paint jobs. Please feel
free to contact us for a no obligation estimate. Andy @ 917-515-4282.
GRAVESITES AVAILABLE
Lincoln Park Jewish Center is offering cemetery gravesites available for sale in our designated
area at Cedar Park Cemetery, Paramus, NJ. For fees and details please email your inquiry at
lpjcoffice@optonline.net

Classified Ad Form

7 newspapers over 100,000 readers -- 1 price, prepaid $141.00 for 4 lines.
Ad runs in 7 papers for 1 month. Make check payable to:
Shoreline Publishing, Inc., 629 Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803
1) __________________________________________________________________________
2) __________________________________________________________________________
3) __________________________________________________________________________
4) __________________________________________________________________________
5) __________________________________________________________________________
Name: _______________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _________________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________________________________
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Martha Wolfe Verscaj
1952-2021

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Martha Wolfe Verscaj. Martha passed away in
November at the age of 69 while at home in Bronxville
where she lived for nearly 20 years.
Martha was born in Terre Haute, Indiana and spent
her childhood in McLean, Virginia. Martha graduated
from the Madeira School and cum laude from Harvard
College, where she was a proud writer for the Harvard
Crimson and resident of Philips Brooks House. She received her law degree from the University of Virginia.
Martha began her law career at Simpson Thacher
& Bartlett LLP, where she rose to Assistant General
Counsel at Philip Morris, prior to taking time to raise
her children. She later returned to the law, and recently
retired after 20 years at AXA-Equitable as Lead Director
and Associate General Counsel. There, she was known
as a respected colleague, loyal friend, and dedicated litigator.
Her legal accomplishments were innumerable, however her proudest accomplishment and
greatest joy was raising her two children, Emma and Courtney. She was a steadfast champion of
her children’s successes; she was proud to watch Emma graduate from college this past year and
Courtney from medical school the year prior. She looked forward to Courtney’s upcoming wedding,
and welcoming Van Sandwick into the family. Animals were another joy, and she loved her two pets
dearly, Winston and Charlotte.
She is survived by her daughters Courtney and Emma, mother Anne Wolfe, and brother Frank
Wolfe.

The Reformed Church of Bronxville
Honored at Westhab Annual
Celebration Dinner

Rich Nightingale (left) with Smita Pillai (middle) and Matt Waterstone (right) after
Pillai accepts the Changing Lives Award on behalf of Regeneron and Waterstone
accepts the Community Partnership Award on behalf of the Reformed Church of
Bronxville.
On November 18, Westhab hosted their Annual Building Communities. Changing Lives. Celebration Dinner for the Dayspring Community Center at Brae Burn Country Club in Purchase. This
year’s dinner marked Westhab’s 40th Anniversary, as well as the culmination of Westhab’s Dayspring
Campaign. With the generous support of friends and sponsors, the Celebration Dinner raised over
$635,000 for the Dayspring Community Center.
Westhab was fortunate to have three tremendous and deserving honorees for the celebration.
Westhab’s Building Communities Award was presented to Slate Property Group in honor of their
generous support and partnership in building affordable housing. The Changing Lives Award was
presented to Regeneron in honor of their long-standing support for Westhab’s work in the community as well as their trailblazing work saving lives in Westchester County and beyond. The Reformed
Church of Bronxville was honored with the Community Partnership Award in recognition of the
congregation’s deep-rooted and generous support for Westhab and also for the important role it
played in delivering the Dayspring Community Center to the Nodine Hill community.
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Pace University Partnering with The Community
Fund of Bronxville, Eastchester and Tuckahoe on
Needs Assessment

The Community Fund of Bronxville, Eastchester and Tuckahoe is partnering with Pace University to conduct a community needs assessment
of programs and services available to residents.
In partnering with The Helene T. and Grant
M. Wilson Center for Social Entrepreneurship at
Pace University, The Community Fund is seeking
to identify the types of services and resources
available to residents, and to address any potential gaps or inadequacies in areas such as human
services, health care, housing, public safety, day
care, and recreation, among other vital community needs.
The Community Fund is committed to supporting critical social, health and well-being programs that dramatically improve the lives of the
people in our Bronxville, Eastchester and Tuckahoe Community,” said Amy Rutter Korb, executive
director, The Community Fund. “Our partnership
with Pace on this innovative needs assessment will
help us not only determine the best programs to be
supporting in and around our community, but also
help direct the funds we raise to the programs that
our community members care most deeply about.”
The Community Fund, which was founded
in 1919, currently supports 26 social service agencies and community programs that provide critical services to Bronxville, Eastchester, Tuckahoe
and the area within the Bronxville 10708 zip code
– often at no cost to people who cannot afford to
pay. Additionally, The Community Fund provides
administrative support to the agencies it supports
through on-going site visits, consultations, workshops and forums.
As part of this year-long partnership between The Community Fund and Pace University, Pace Public Administration and Wilson Center
faculty and researchers will develop an in-depth
community survey with interviews (all responses will remain confidential) targeting community
members and leaders in the areas of public health,
human services, business, nonprofits, government
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and the like. They will then analyze the information
and complete a full report with recommendations
on areas of need. The Community Fund will disseminate and present the findings in a series of
community meetings and public announcements.
“Taking a good hard look at community resources and comparing them to current needs
goes a long way to ensuring that no person or
group is overlooked, and that The Community Fund is maximizing its reach and impact,” said
Rebecca Tekula, executive director of the Wilson
Center for Social Entrepreneurship, and professor
of public administration at Pace. “We are looking
forward to working with The Community Fund on
such an important endeavor.”
“This data will allow us to understand the ongoing needs of the residents in these communities,
which is especially important during these unprecedented times” said Gina Scutelnicu Todoran, department chair of public administration at Pace. “We look
forward to seeing these results and are proud of this
partnership with The Community Fund.”
The mission of the Helene T. and Grant M.
Wilson Center for Social Entrepreneurship is to
promote social change through entrepreneurship.
The Center furthers this mission by serving Pace
students across all disciplines, social enterprises
and nonprofit organizations with education, research, communication, and advisory service.
Wilson Center and Public Administration faculty and graduate students have completed a variety of in-depth research projects and reports for
local governments and community organizations
across a variety of areas, including an assessment
of K-12 learning programs for the Westchester
Children’s Association; the economic impact of the
nonprofit sector in Westchester County; a community assessment of performance for the Port
Chester Police Department; and Pace University’s
overall economic impact in New York State.
For more information, visit www.thecommunityfund.org
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