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The Blue Ribbon Foundation Funds 
Scholarships for Two Special 5th Graders 
at The Chapel School

On Friday March 25, 2022, The Blue Ribbon 
Foundation proudly announced two 2022-2023 
scholarship recipients, TCS 5th Graders Madi 
Viva and Tilly Howard.  Tilly will be awarded the 
Sharon Peterson Librarian Scholarship for ex-
cellence in reading and literacy, and Madi will be 
awarded the Carol and Chrisopher Kinghan GIV-
ING HEARTS Memorial Scholarship for exhibit-
ing a love of giving and helping others. Both stu-
dents will be recognized at TCS’s Baccalaureate 
Service on Sunday, June 5, and again in front of 
their peers at a special “Blue Day” Chapel Service 
on Wednesday, June 8.  Congratulations Madi 
and Tilly!

For more information about The Chapel 
School, visit www.thechapelschool.org, and for 
more information about The Blue Ribbon Foundation, visit www.brf-ny.org.

Congrats to Chapel School 5th Graders Madi 
Viva and Tilly Howard on being awarded Blue 
Ribbon Foundation Scholarships.

Renovations Begin on NewYork-Presbyterian 
Iona School of Health Sciences

Renovations are now 
underway on the future home 
of the NewYork-Presbyterian 
Iona School of Health Scienc-
es in Bronxville, N.Y. Offering 
a cutting-edge education in 
state-of-the-art new facili-
ties, classes on Iona’s second 
campus are expected to com-
mence Spring 2023

Iona College is building 
this premier new school of 
health sciences in collabora-
tion with NewYork-Presbyte-
rian to develop the next gen-
eration of world-class health 
care professionals. Support-
ed by a $20 million gift from 
NewYork-Presbyterian, the 
school offers an innovative 
new vision for collaborative 
health care education, mod-
ern workforce development 
and community care.

NewYork-Presbyterian is ranked the #1 
hospital in New York, according to U.S. News 
& World Report. NewYork-Presbyterian is also 
consistently recognized as a leader in medical 
education, groundbreaking research, and in-

novative, patient-centered clinical care in col-
laboration with two renowned medical schools, 
Weill Cornell Medicine and Columbia Universi-
ty Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons.

Degrees are currently being offered 

Left to right: William C. Fredericks, Bronxville Trustee; Helen Knapp, 
Bronxville Trustee; Mary C. Marvin, Bronxville Mayor; Seamus Carey, 
Ph.D., Iona President; Wilhelmina Manzano, NewYork-Presbyterian Group 
SVP and Chief Nursing Executive; Mary Taylor Behrens, Bronxville Trust-
ee; and Darrell P. Wheeler, Ph.D., MPH, ACSW, Iona Provost. (Photo credit 
Lea Carpanzano/Iona College.)

through the NewYork-Presbyterian Iona School 
of Health Sciences in Nursing (BS); Social Work 
(BS); Speech-Language Pathology & Audiology 
(BA); Occupational Therapy (MS); Communica-
tion Sciences & Disorders (MA); Marriage & Fam-

ily Therapy (MS); and Mental Health Counseling 
(MA). Direct-entry admission, pending fulfi ll-
ment of program-specifi c requirements, is avail-
able for the Nursing, Occupational Therapy, and 
Communication Sciences & Disorders programs.
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Bronxville Author 
Honored with 
Christopher Award

Bronxville-based 
author Dorothy Wick-
enden was honored 
with a Christopher 
Award for her book 
The Agitators: Three 
Friends Who Fought 
for Abolition and Wom-
en’s Rights,” (Scribner/
Simon & Schuster). It 
is one of 12 books for 
adults and young peo-
ple recognized as the 
Awards mark their 73rd 
year. The authors join writers, producers and di-
rectors of 10 winning TV/cable and feature fi lms.

In the book, abolitionist Harriet Tubman, 
Martha Coffi n Wright, Quaker mother of seven 
and Frances A. Seward, wife of Lincoln’s secre-
tary of state, William H. Seward, cross racial and 
class divides to become friends who fi ght to abol-
ish slavery and establish women’s rights and true 
equality for all.

According to its website, the book “opens in 
the 1820s, when Tub-
man is enslaved and 
Wright and Seward 
are young homemak-
ers bound by law and 
tradition, and ends 
after the war. Many 
of the most prom-
inent fi gures of the 
era—Lincoln, William 
H. Seward, Freder-
ick Douglass, Dan-
iel Webster, Charles 
Sumner, John Brown, 
William Lloyd Garri-

son—are seen through the discerning eyes of the 
protagonists. So are the most explosive political 
debates: about the civil rights of African Americans 
and women, about the enlistment of Black troops, 
and about opposing interpretations of the Consti-
tution.”

In addition to The Agitators, Dorothy Wick-
enden is the author of the New York Times best-
seller Nothing Daunted. The executive editor of 
The New Yorker since January 1996, she also writes 
for the magazine and moderates its weekly pod-
cast The Political Scene. A Nieman Fellow at Har-
vard in 1988-89 and at MacDowell in 2018, Wicken-
den was national affairs editor at Newsweek from 
1993-1995, and before that was the longtime exec-
utive editor at The New Republic. 

The celebrated authors, illustrators, writers, 
producers, and directors, whose works exemplify 
this Chinese proverb “It’s better to light one candle 
than to curse the darkness,” also “affi rm the high-
est values of the human spirit,” said Tony Rossi, The 
Christophers’ Director of Communications. “After 
the hardships and suffering we’ve witnessed and 
endured in the last two years, we need stories of 
hope, light, and unity to lift our spirits and guide us 
toward a brighter path,” he said.

More information about The Christophers is 
available at www.christophers.org.

BCW Honors Seven Innovators at Annual Business Hall 
of Fame Dinner

More than 400 business 
leaders were on hand April 
26th for the Business Council 
of Westchester’s 20th Annual 
Hall of Fame Awards Dinner. 
This year’s program, which 
was held at the Glen Island 
Harbour Club in New Rochelle, 
honored seven innovators who 
have transformed their indus-
tries and added to the eco-
nomic vitality of the region.   

“Tonight, we celebrate in-
novation, which is fi tting as we 
look to the future and to excit-
ing new ideas,” said BCW Presi-
dent and CEO Marsha Gordon. 
“Our theme tonight highlights 
a major Business Council of 
Westchester initiative, the 
Westchester Innovation Net-
work, which focuses on ele-
vating Westchester County as 
a center for knowledge, inno-
vation and economic develop-
ment.”

Heidi Davidson, the BCW 
Board’s Chairman, noted the 
20th anniversary of the Hall of 
Fame. “Over that time, we’ve 
celebrated a wide range of 
businesses, from Fortune 500 

companies to budding entrepreneurs to out-
standing, small, women- and minority-owned 
businesses. This year’s roster continues this 
rich legacy,” said Davidson.

The 2022 award winners are:
• Corporate Citizenship Award: Cross County 

Shopping Center, one of the oldest shopping 
malls in the country. Innovation—including 
the upcoming opening of a Target store—
has allowed them to continue to prosper for 
over 67 years. Accepting the award: Craig 
Deitelzweig, President & CEO, Marx Realty.

• Small Business Success Award: Kings Capi-
tal Construction, which is using innovative 
technology in the form of project manage-
ment software to improve communication 
and effi ciency in their processes. Accepting 
the award: J.D. Summa, President & CEO, 
Kings Capital Construction.

• Family Business Success Award: Wallauer 
Paint & Design Centers, serving Westches-
ter, Rockland and Putnam counties since 
1921. Accepting the award:  Robert Duncan 
Jr., Vice President, Wallauer Paint & Design 
Centers.

• Entrepreneurial Business Success Award:  
WBP Development LLC and Griffon Con-
struction LLC, whose innovations include 
high- performance, affordable, mixed in-
come and market-rate housing, fi nancing 
and construction practices. Accepting the 

Seated, from left, Craig Deitelzweig, President & CEO, Marx Realty; 
Elena Rivera-Cheek, founder and owner, Copy & Art; William Balter, 
Principal, WBP Development LLC and Griff on Construction LLC; Dr. 
Belinda Miles, President, Westchester Community College; Robert 
Duncan Jr., Vice President, Wallauer Paint & Design Centers. Standing, 
from left, David Demilia, President & CEO, Tompkins Community Bank; 
Program Co-Chair James Giangrande, Managing Director & Partner, 
Altium Wealth; BCW President & CEO Marsha Gordon; BCW Chairman 
Heidi Davidson; Program Co-Chair Elizabeth Bracken-Thompson, Part-
ner, Thompson & Bender; J.D. Summa, President & CEO, Kings Capital 
Construction.

continued on page 8



BY MAYOR MARY MARVIN

APRIL 25, 2022

As I customarily do it this time of year, the 
following is a synopsis of the new 2022-23 New 
York State budget recently passed in Albany. The 
approved budget is $220 billion up $47 billion or 
27% from 2021 fiscal year budget.

As you can imagine, there are hundreds of 
spending appropriations, agreements and policy 
implications in a budget that is larger than many 
small countries.

The following is just a highlight of items that, 
when you drill down, could or will affect a village 
taxpayer. 

Overall there are no new tax increases
• 1.2 billion is allocated to frontline healthcare 

worker bonuses with a maximum of $2000 for 
those making less than $125,000.

• Included is $7.4 billion to support the wage 
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From the Office of the Mayor
increases for home care workers, which translates 
into approximately a raise of three dollars per hour. 
Advocates say this is not nearly enough to address 
the shortage in home care workers.

• A $25 billion 5-year plan was enacted to cre-
ate or preserve 100,000 affordable homes.

• The emergency rental assistance program, 
originally funded with $800 million, was replen-
ished to provide another $125 million.

• $100 million was placed in a program 
that would cover health insurance for undocu-
mented seniors over 65 and undocumented new 
mothers.

• An additional $500 million was added to 
the water and sewer infrastructure fund, which 
would address the quality of drinking water and 
wastewater infrastructure.

• New York State gas tax of 16% per gallon will 
be suspended from June 1 to December 31.

• State and local government workers hired 
under new Tier 5 and Tier 6 regulations were for-
merly required to work 10 years to be vested in the 
state pension plan. This has been rolled back to 
five years for vesting.

• A total of $375 million will be spent over the 
next three years on expanding pre-K programs.

• An additional $100 million allocated for 
mental health grants for school districts in BOCES.

• Star benefits will increase statewide giving 
property tax relief to certain categories of taxpay-

ers.
• Items that did not make it into the budget 

were tax breaks for developers to build multi-unit 
housing projects in New York City if they included 
affordable housing.

• The $2.1 billion fund providing unemploy-
ment like benefits to undocumented workers and 
others who cannot get traditional unemployment 
ran out and it was not re-funded.

• The New York City Mayor’s office, which 
had control over the New York City public schools 
since 2000, did not have such authority extended 
for a requested four more years.

• Buffalo Bills football team owners will re-
ceive a total of $650 million in state funding to 
build their new $1.4 billion stadium. The money 
comes with a promise to keep the franchise in Buf-
falo for 30 years.

• Citing accessibility as reason, the new bud-
get requires a polling place at every New York 
college campus that has 300 or more registered 
voting students. The same is not required at as-
sisted-living or nursing homes with 300 or more 
registered residents.

• Boards of Election are now required to pro-
vide prepaid postage for absentee ballots.

• Effective immediately, restaurants, bars and 
taverns and other establishments holding an on 
premise liquor license can now sell cocktails 
and wine to go if they are accompanied by a 
purchase of a “substantial food item.” The pro-
vision has a sunset of three years.

Policy changes were made as part of this 

budget relating to the 2019 bail reform legisla-
tion. As history, under the 2019 law, judges were 
no longer able to set bail for a wide-ranging 
list of misdemeanors and nonviolent felonies 
including burglary, stalking, assault without se-
rious injuries, many drug offenses and certain 
arson and robbery. All those charged with these 
crimes were released to await trial.

In New York State, bail is imposed solely 
to ensure that people return to court. Judges 
are not supposed to set bail for defendants who 
they think might be a public safety risk. New 
York stands alone as the only state without a 
so-called dangerousness standard.

The changes enacted now allow judges 
more discretion but they still must choose the 
least restrictive means to ensure a defendant 
returns to court and cannot explicitly assess 
the defendant’s dangerousness.

However, they can now weigh specific 
factors in setting bail, including whether a de-
fendant is accused of causing serious harm to 
someone and whether the defendant has a his-
tory of using or possessing a gun.

The new law also expands the number of 
crimes for which defendants can be required 
to post bail including stricter rules for people 
accused of repeated offensives that harmed 
people or property, gun possession on school 
grounds, repeat property theft, altered weap-
ons, gun sales to minors and all hate crimes.

No new monies were funneled to local 
governments for the thirteenth year in a row.
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Wrong Way Task Force Releases Final 
Report on Bronx River Parkway

The “Wrong Way Task Force,” established 
by Westchester County Executive George La-
timer in 2020, finished its final review of the 
County owned and patrolled Bronx River Park-
way and released its accomplishments, includ-
ing the advisement of installing approximately 
160 new signs along the parkway.

Made up of Westchester citizens and 
elected officials, the group reconvened in July 
2021, after the COVID-19 pandemic halted the 
review process.

Since the formation of the Task Force, 
the Westchester County Department of Pub-
lic Works has fabricated and installed approx-
imately 160 signs on the Bronx River Parkway 
including:

• 15 – Do Not Enter
• 130 – Wrong Way
• 8 – No Left Turn
• 3 – One Way
• 4 – Parkway Entrance
The Westchester County Department of 

Public Works also painted 30 new pavement ar-
rows on exit ramps and at traffic signals with an 
additional 22 planned for installation this year.

View B-roll of the New Signs at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJ-EEJUfaHI

Westchester County Executive George 
Latimer said: “This task force is has completed 
its mission after taking inventory and examin-
ing the entire Bronx River Parkway in our great 
County, which runs roughly over 13 miles. From 
the Kensico Dam to Yonkers, their meticulous 
work has resulted in a safer parkway for mo-
torists here at home and for visitors to safely 
get to their destination. I also want to thank our 
Westchester County Police ‘Baker 1’ patrol who 
are out there 24 hours a day 7 days a week.”

Department of Environmental Facilities 
Deputy Commissioner Erin O’Shea chairs the 

task force and said, “When County Executive 
George Latimer established this task force 
our charge was to take inventory of potential 
problem zones and recommend immediate 
remedies.  We believe we have done just that.  
The Task Force conducted several field visits, 
during which every intersection and entrance/
exit ramp along the Bronx River Parkway was 
studied, resulting in a Final Report containing 
recommendations that we believe, if imple-
mented, will increase safety and cause a reduc-
tion in wrong-way driving incidents along the 
Bronx River Parkway.  We are grateful to Coun-
ty Executive Latimer for establishing this Task 
Force and are proud to have been part of such 
an important initiative.”

Westchester County Department of Public 
Works and Transportation Commissioner Hugh 
J. Greechan, Jr., PE said, “With the issuance of 
Bronx River Parkway Wrong Way Task Force  
Final Report, this Department is proud to play 
a critical role in the implementation of the Task 
Force’s recommendations.  I would also like 
to express my gratitude for all the hard work 
undertaken by our Traffic Engineering, Road 
Maintenance and Sign shop staff to make the 
Task’s Force’s vision a reality.”

The Wrong Way Task Force also made further 
recommendations including the advisement of 
adding “Wrong Way” signs to the backs of existing 
“Speed Limit” signs. These would be installed every 
4000 feet and would provide additional warning 
to errant drivers if they pass all of the signs at the 
ramps and intersections. The group also suggest-
ed the addition of enhanced street lighting and ex-
ploring the use of emerging video technology and 
real-time notifications for errant drivers.

In 2021, there were six reported wrong 
way incidents on the Bronx River Parkway com-
pared to 12 incidents reported in 2020 and 2019.

New pavement arrows and signs at the northbound Bronx River Parkway ramp at 
Paxton Avenue in Bronxville

Stepinac’s “A Helping Hand Club” Lead Snack Bag Campaign to Help the Homeless
Students of Stepinac High 

School’s A Helping Hand Club, 
a social service club, success-
fully led a recent campaign to 
provide snack bags, accompa-
nied with hand-written notes, 
for homeless men, women and 
children who are served by the 
community non-profit organi-
zation, Lifting Up Westchester 
(LUW).

The students’ original 
target was to seek donations 
of a variety of snack items to 
fill 60 snack bags during the 
week-long drive. But, the stu-
dents’ mobilization efforts and 
generosity of the Stepinac 
community (students, friends, 
parents and members of the 
administration and faculty) re-
sulted in the students prepar-
ing and delivering 244 snack 
bags (also known as “blessing 
bags”) to LUW.

The bags comprised a wide range of nutri-
tional snacks—from crackers and health bars to 
chocolate and juice boxes.

The snack bag initiative is part of the mis-
sion of Stepinac’s A Helping Hand Club whose 
members also cook hot food to feed the home-

Proudly displaying some of the 244 snack bags for the local homeless 
for which they collected donations are members of the Stepinac High 
School A Helping Hand Club (left to right) Jeremy Paz, club president; 
Eric Welwin, David Lopez, Joshua Scholl, Rigoberto Escobar and Donal 
Connaughton, Not shown is Jack Collins.

less at a local soup kitchen, collect nonperish-
able foods and clothing to be delivered to two 
homeless shelters in White Plains and also con-
duct online fundraising campaigns to benefit 
the soup kitchen.

For more information, visit Stepinac.org

Accomplished Alumnae Return to 
Maria Regina High School’s Career Day

At Maria Regina High School’s recent Ca-
reer Day, which was held in celebration of 
Women’s History Month, students learned 
first-hand from a special group of 22 accom-
plished women what it takes to successfully 
pursue their respective fields of interest.

The speakers were Maria Regina alumnae 
who spent the day imparting their insight and 
expertise in a wide range of disciplines—from 
architecture and finance to business marketing 
and nursing—to help guide the next generation 
of leaders at the renowned all-girls Catholic 
High School which is celebrating its 65th anni-
versary this year.

Anna Parra, President, said that Maria Re-
gina enjoys a tradition of successful alumnae 
who are committed “to mentor and inspire our 
students which was again evidenced at this 
year’s Career Day program.”

The day began with an inspirational key-
note address by Mary Anne Wirth (Class of ’71), 
Board of Trustees Vice-Chair who has led a dis-
tinguished legal career. She is currently General 
Counsel for the Capuchin Franciscans for the 
Province of St. Mary and has been teaching as an 
adjunct professor of law in the legal writing pro-
gram of Fordham Law School.  During her ad-
dress, she advised the students:  “Pay attention 
to your gifts, to what interests you, to what you 
love to do, and to what makes you happy.  It’s all 
about finding that thing about which you are the 
most passionate, that thing you were born to do.”  

The day of breakout presentations with 
groups of students concluded with a resume 
workshop for the freshmen and sophomore 
classes, led by Morgan Shanske (Class of ‘17) and 
a career development workshop for the junior 

and senior classes led by Leanne McKeown 
(Class of ’15).

“Based on the feedback from the students 
as well as parents, this Career Day exceeded ex-
pectations,” noted Parra. 

Among the student responses were:
Sophomore Selene Kronen of Tuckahoe 

enjoyed hearing from the variety of alumnae 
speakers, particularly the young sports market-
ing speaker who provided “valuable information 
about how important it was to start network-
ing early because a strong network acts as your 
stable career foundation.”

Junior Joelle Allotey of New Rochelle said 
Career Day aided her in rediscovering her pas-
sion for restoring the happiness of others, ei-
ther through service or a future career in med-
icine.  “The speakers made me aware of how 
many individuals are affected by physical and 
mental health issues and how incredibly com-
passionate doctors must be to dedicate their 
lives to the well-being of others.”

For more information, visit mariaregina.org
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Check out our new podcast 
at Wallauer.com/podcast

Show your deck some love.

Scan the QR code 
for this 

amazing o� er!

BENJAMIN MOORE® COLOR SAMPLE
Buy One, Get One FREE

O� er valid for one (1) free Benjamin Moore® Color Sample with purchase of one (1) Benjamin Moore® Color Sample of equal or 
greater value from participating retailer. Excludes ARBORCOAT®. Products may vary from store to store. Subject to availability. 
O� er cannot be combined with other o� ers, discounts or promotions, or applied toward prior purchases. Retailer reserves the 
right to terminate, cancel or modify this o� er at any time without notice. Coupon expires 12/31/2022. ©2022 Benjamin Moore & Co. 
ARBORCOAT, Benjamin Moore, Gennex, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co. 
All other marks are the property of their respective owner. 4/22

Shop.Wallauer.com
Shop online. Pick up in store.

15 Locations in Westchester, Putnam & Rockland counties

The right paint and the right color can transform your home. 
Our color specialists use Benjamin Moore premium paint 

and color to help you fi nd your inspiration. 
Call to make your appointment for an 

in-store consultation today: (914) 368-0970.

Clothing Drive to Benefi t Orphans a 
Huge Success

Local Bronxville resident Susan McMahon, in collab-
oration with HELPSY, hosted a clothing drive event last 
month, to benefi t orphans through BLOOM (Be Love, Or-
phan Outreach Missions, Inc.) A steady stream of gener-
ous contributions poured in resulting in 5666 pounds of 
unwanted clothing, footwear and other household textiles 
being collected to be reused and recycled.        

BLOOM helps orphans and vulnerable children in 
Uganda and Ghana by providing educational and physical 
support including safe shelter, food, clothing, shoes, school 
uniforms, books, and all school supplies to the children we 
serve. Having an education allows these children to escape 
the cycle of poverty. BLOOM’s programs also prevent child 
traffi cking which is rampant in Uganda. For more informa-
tion, please see BLOOM’s website: bloomworldwide.org.

In addition to raising much needed funds for BLOOM, 
the clothing drive also benefi ted the earth.  Textile waste is 
the fastest growing waste stream in the United States. The 
EPA estimates that more than 100 pounds of clothing gets thrown away by the average person every 
year. This is double what it was 20 years ago.  Of that amount, 95% can be reused or recycled.  HELP-
SY partners with municipalities and organizations across ten states to collect unwanted clothing and 
other textiles.  Through a combination of clothing drives, home pick-ups, thrift store partners and 
clothing receptacles, HELPSY diverts nearly 30 million pounds of textiles from landfi lls every year and 
raises thousands for not-for-profi t organizations such as BLOOM in the process.  

“HELPSY’s mission is to keep clothes out of the trash,” says Dan Green, Co-Founder and CEO of 
HELPSY. HELPSY is dedicated to changing the way people think about clothing recycling while adher-
ing to the highest level of social and environmental performance, earning it a Certifi ed B Corporation 
designation…using business as a force of good ™.

For more information about HELPSY or to schedule your own clothing drive, please go to www.
helpsy.co.

To fi nd out more about International Charity, BLOOM, contact Susan McMahon at smcmahon@
bloomworldwide.org.

We're Hiring!
Advertising Sales 
Executives

• Goal oriented
• Organized and E�  cient
• Able to Prospect New Business
• Adaptable and Quick Study
• Great Customer Service Skills

BENEFITS
• Excellent work environment
• Liberal commission and 

incentives

SEND RESUME TO
es@shorelinepub.com
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• Guaranteed private room
• We o� er many specialties that assisted living facilities are not able to accommodate or provide
• Around-the-clock nursing care provided in a home-like environment
• Daily in-house attending physician / use of telemedicine
• A talented team working to manage complex and chronic illnesses
• Memory care for individuals who have other intricate medical needs
• Physical, occupational & speech therapies o� ered 7 days a week
• On-site dental, dermatology, podiatry, optometry, physiatry, orthopedics, psychiatry & psychological services
• Programming that includes intergenerational enriching activities, music & art therapies, spiritual support and 

community-building
• Tranquil grounds with unmatched views of the Hudson
• And so much more...

Call Norma in our Admissions Department today to learn how our team can be of assistance and provide you or your loved one with peace of mind.
185 Old Broadway  Hastings-on-Hudson, NY 10706   •   (914) 478-3700 x3000   •   nmoreno@andrusonhudson.org

WE ARE RATED FIVE STAR IN QUALITY CARE BY THE FEDERAL AGENCY, CMS

So many reasons to choose Andrus on Hudson
for long-term care...

 

 
Call 914-340-3453 or visit janetprystowskymd.com    

 Dr. Prystowsky is an out of network provider.  

• Expert patient care with over 30 years of experience
•   Full range of dermatology services including 

cosmetic, medical and skin cancer screenings and removal

World-class dermatology care close to home

Dr. Janet H. Prystowsky, PhD

3010 Westchester Avenue, Purchase   | 110 East 55th Street,  NYC

PrystowskyAd_Bronxville April.indd   1PrystowskyAd_Bronxville April.indd   1 4/27/22   11:02 AM4/27/22   11:02 AM

Hearts & Homes for Refugees Receives 
$50,000 Grant to Continue Welcoming 
Refugees to the Lower Hudson Valley

Hearts & Homes for Refugees is 
thrilled to have received a grant of 
$50,000 from The Welcome Fund, a 
project of Welcome.US and adminis-
tered by GoFundMe.org for its con-
tinued resettlement of Afghan new-
comers in the Lower Hudson Valley.

According to Hearts & Homes 
for Refugees Founder, Kathie O’Cal-
laghan, this funding provides a 
significant boost to its mission to 
resettle refugees and to build net-
works of volunteers to help more Afghans re-
build their lives in Westchester County and 
surrounding areas. “Community Sponsors are 
the key to welcoming more families who were 
forced to flee Afghanistan. We reach into the 
communities to recruit, mentor and stitch to-
gether groups of Hearts & Homes volunteers 
to build scaffolding around our new neighbors 
for up to one year,” says O’Callaghan. Hearts & 
Homes has engaged over 50 local civic groups 
and mobilized more than 200 volunteers to 
help over 60 Afghan newcomers in the Lower 
Hudson Valley.

Since last August, more than 75,000 Af-
ghans have arrived in the United States and 
relocated from military bases to over 140 com-
munities. In response, hundreds of nonprofits 
across the country, including Hearts & Homes 

for Refugees, have stepped up to sup-
port their transition. These frontline 
organizations are involving communi-
ty members as Welcomers to meet a 
whole host of needs that range from 
securing permanent housing and food 
supplies to teaching English and men-
toring jobseekers. Continued support 
of these community-based efforts 
will be critical as Afghan newcomers 
establish roots in their new commu-
nities.

“What we know from the work of our 
grantees is that Americans from all corners 
have been stepping up to welcome newcom-
ers across the country and are ready to expand 
their efforts. Our goal is to support these re-
markable community organizations, many of 
which are Afghan American, Muslim, refugee 
or veteran-led, to help ensure newcomers have 
what they need to thrive and that our com-
munities are strengthened and united in wel-
coming their new neighbors,” said Nazanin Ash, 
CEO of Welcome.US. “This goal clearly resonat-
ed with Americans, as more than $5.6 million 
was raised from corporations, philanthropy and 
everyday Americans in support of this effort.”

The Welcome Fund has raised more than 
$16.5 million since its founding in September, 

Kathie O'Callaghan

continued on page 8



vironment, and we hope to help educate our 
shoppers with fun, interactive programs that 
will take place year-round.” 

Beekeepers will monitor the health 
of the bees and perform a variety of tasks 
throughout the year to help them drive.  At 
each visit, they will also capture a range of 
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Custom sponsorships available at all levels.
For more information, email sales@westchestermagazine.com or call 914.345.0601 ext. 138.

PRESENTING SPONSORS PLATINUM SPONSORS WINE PARTNER GROUND BEEF SPONSOR BENEFITTING CHARITY

www.theWPF.org

Sip, Savor & Enjoy!
Get your tickets now for Westchester Magazine’s annual Wine 
& Food Festival. This week-long celebration brings together 
the finest gourmet food, exceptional wines, beers, spirits, 

burgers, food trucks, and award-winning chefs. One of the most 
prestigious gourmet gatherings in the area, this feast for the 

senses features a variety of events across Westchester County. 

For updates and tickets, visit 
westchestermagazine.com/
winefood or scan the QR code

BEE-ING Sustainable at Cross County Center
Cross County Center kicked off a BEE 

Initiative last month to help raise aware-
ness of environmental matters by helping 
honeybees to flourish. The outdoor mall is 
partnering with Best Bees, a Boston-based 
company, whose mission is to expand the 
bee population while improving the health 
of bees nationwide. Expert beekeepers in-
stalled and will maintain two beehives on the 
property, near Macy’s. Each honeybee colony 
will start at 10,000 bees and will grow up to 
50,000 at the height of the season. A beehive 
population consists of 90% female workers, 
10% male drones and 1 queen bee. This is the 
first installation of beehives at a Marx Realty 
property, the owner of Cross County Center.

To help kick off the program, the center 
hosted several bee-themed events including 
a social media campaign to name the two 
new resident queen bees.  A special Earth 
Day celebration took place on April 24 and 
engaged families around sustainability ef-
forts and education. A BUZZ-worthy News-
letter is distributed via the center’s website 
throughout the year.

“This pollinator program reinforces 
Cross County Center’s commitment to the 
environment and the role we serve as busi-
ness leaders in the community,” said Liz 
Pollack, Senior Marketing Manager at Cross 
County Center. “Bees are essential to the en-

metrics and share the data with renowned 
research partners, such as NASA and Goo-
gle Earth, to help the scientific community 
better understand the plight of pollinators. 
Towards the end of the season, honey will be 

extracted and jarred for shoppers at events. 
For more information on Cross Coun-

ty Center’s sustainability program visit: 
https://www.crosscountycenter.com/sus-
tainability/
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Mayor Marvin Announces One-Year 
Term Annual Appointments

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Bronxville Mayor Mary C. Marvin con-
vened the Board of Trustees Annual Meeting on 
April 11, 2022, announcing One Year Term An-
nual Appointments: Deputy Mayor, Robert Un-
derhill; Village Clerk, James Palmer; Treasurer/
Receiver of Taxes, Lori Voss; Deputy Treasur-
er, Katalin Fitzpatrick; Assessor, Gerry Iagallo; 
Historian, Ray Geselbracht; Prosecutor, Ronnie 
James Ritz; Registrar, Dulce Angel; Deputy Reg-
istrar, Mary Ann Magliato. 

In the Mayor’s Report, Marvin announced 
planned replacement of the Bronxville pedes-
trian footbridge on Bronx River Pathway off 
Pondfield Road, washed away by Hurricane Ida, 
thanks to efforts of Westchester County Ex-
ecutive George Latimer and Legislator James 
Nolan.

Marvin added that donated prom dresses 
can be dropped off at the Bronxville Police De-
partment, in a coordinated effort with the Yon-
kers Police Department up to Saturday, May 7th.  

It was announced that Assistant Court 
Clerk Yecenia Tovar received the honor of 

having a day named after her by Westchester 
County (March 25), “because she took it upon 
herself to get grant money to start a self-de-
fense program for women in downtown Yon-
kers.”

There were three Public Hearings: Lo-
cal Law 3-2022, Property Tax Cap Override, 
passed; 2022/2023 Village Budget and Local 
Law 4-2022, Amendment to Chapter 260-14, 
Article IV, Sidewalk Maintenance and Repair.  

Regarding the proposed 2022/2023 Bud-
get, Appropriations total $18,457,640; Estimat-
ed Revenues other than Real Property Taxes, 
$6,331,240.  Tax rate per $1,000: 3.5133. 

Local Law 4 states, “It shall be the duty of 
owners of real property within the Village to 
maintain in good and safe repair, care for and 
keep clean and free from all accumulation of 
garbage, rubbish, weeds, leaves, branches and 
other obstructions.  

“If the owner…fails to undertake required 
repair, maintenance or clearing ice, snow or 
obstructions, they shall be liable to the Village 
for penalty up to $250 per day until corrected.”

The motion passed.

Launch of GIS Map for Minority and Women- 
Owned Businesses in Westchester Announced

Westchester County Executive George La-
timer and the Office of Economic Development 
are giving Minority and Women-Owned Busi-
ness Enterprises (MWBEs) a new tool on the 
web to connect and gain access to opportuni-
ties within the County. A new web-based map-
ping application, developed by the Westchester 
County Department of Information Technology 
GIS, provides a comprehensive view of all busi-
nesses registered with the Westchester County 
Minority and Women-Owned Business Pro-
gram.  The application allows users to identify 
detailed information about each business and 
functions like filtering business data by catego-
ries or finding nearby businesses based on an 
address and valuable infographics.

Latimer said: “The pandemic caused many 
of our MWBEs to reset their vision. We want 
these business leaders to know they have a 
home here in Westchester and we want poten-
tial customers and partners who are seeking 
them out, to find these unique services. What 
this interactive application does is bring every-
one to table. MWBEs have been in the room for 
a long time, let this robust database serve as 
catalyst to keep them flourishing.”

Director of the Office of Economic De-

velopment Bridget Gibbons said: “This us-
er-friendly application will allow anyone to 
see where MWBEs are located in Westches-
ter County. It will give MWBEs a place to find 
each other, and allow for detailed and custom-
ized searches based on location and expertise. 
These registered businesses will become part 
of a network and will also be eligible for exclu-
sive invitations for the many programs offered 
in Westchester County. We want to be a bridge 
for MWBEs to collaborate, grow and thrive.”

Director of Minority and Women Owned 
Business Development Martha Lopez said: “It’s 
about higher visibility. We know our MWBEs 
are often underserved with limited resources. 
We want to encourage them and let them know 
the door to Westchester is open.”

There are currently 2,510 MWBEs regis-
tered with Westchester County. Of that num-
ber, 1,415 are businesses owned by women.

The top five specializations include: pro-
fessional services, construction related ser-
vices, communications, products and supplies 
and organizational management. The local mu-
nicipalities with the most registered MWBEs 
are: Mount Vernon, Yonkers, White Plains, New 
Rochelle and Greenburgh.

Latimer Announces Bronxville Footbridge 
Replacement Project

Heeding the calls of residents’ eager to 
take advantage of the County’s award-win-
ning parks system, County Executive George 
Latimer recently announced the Bronxville 
footbridge pedestrian footbridge on the Bronx 
River Pathway located off Pondfield Road will 
be fully replaced. The footbridge was destroyed 
during the remnants of Hurricane Ida which 
passed through Westchester County late last 
year.

Latimer said: “Living in Westchester 
means having easy access to miles and miles of 
trails to walk and hike – it is part of what makes 
our County one of the best places to live na-
tionwide. This footbridge was a part of a trail 
often used, and enjoyed, by countless outdoor 
enthusiasts. Working with our DPW/T and 

Parks, Recreation and Conservation Depart-
ments and Legislator Nolan, we look forward to 
its full restoration.”

The bridge’s abutments, borings, and deck 
were washed away during last year’s flood-
ing and will need complete replacement. This 
parks infrastructure upgrade also comes at the 
behest of County Legislator James Nolan, who, 
like Latimer, heard from residents about the 
need to repair the footbridge.

Nolan said: “When my office received nu-
merous correspondence on this issue, I knew 
we had a partner in the County Executive who 
was just a phone call away. Use of the County’s 
extensive trail network is vital to the recreation 
residents enjoy and I am eager to see this proj-
ect commence.”

award: William Balter, Principal of WBP De-
velopment LLC and Griffon Construction 
LLC.

• Minority Business Success Award: Elena Ri-
vera-Cheek, the founder and owner of Copy 
& Art, which aligns with marketing innova-
tion by attending seminars, practicing con-
tinuous learning and experimenting with 
techniques, models and technologies.

• Women in Business Success Award: Dr. Be-
linda Miles, President of Westchester Com-

munity College, where the covid19 crisis led 
to innovative changes to learning with re-
mote classes and the adoption of new digital 
tools.

• Chairman’s Recognition Award: Tompkins 
Community Bank for its delivery of unique 
financial   solutions through contemporary 
technological advancements with a personal 
touch. Accepting the award: David Demil-
ia, President & CEO, Tompkins Community 
Bank.

BCW Honors Seven Innovators at Annual Business Hall 
of Fame Dinner
continued from page 2
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and has distributed $14.2 million to 172 orga-
nizations supporting the arrival, housing, and 
welcome of Afghan newcomers. Welcome.US 
is appreciative of the generous donations from 
the hundreds of donors to the fund, includ-
ing substantial contributions from The Sha-
piro Foundation, the Kaufer Family Fund, The 
Schmidt Family Foundation, PAR Capital Man-
agement, Target, the Tripadvisor Foundation, 
Walmart, and United Airlines.

“The Welcome Fund Advisory Committee 
deeply appreciates contributions from donors 
that allow us to support the important work of 
many organizations across the United States,” 
said Ngoan Le, Chair of the Welcome Fund Ad-
visory Committee. “These grantees facilitate 
community involvement in the support of Af-
ghan newcomers. The result of this work is to 
ensure that Afghan evacuees are able to realize 
their full potential and are well integrated in 
their new community.”

“These grantees have demonstrated an 
incredible commitment to supporting Afghan 
newcomers here in the U.S. GoFundMe.org is 
a proud partner of the Welcome Fund, and we 
are thrilled to support the welcoming move-
ment that’s rapidly spreading across the coun-
try,” said Yoshiko Inoue, Executive Director of 
GoFundMe.org.

Welcome.US was founded to unite, in-
spire, and empower Americans to support 
those seeking refuge here, beginning with Af-
ghan refugees evacuated to the United States 
after the fall of Kabul in August 2021. Welcome.
US has one overarching goal: to grow that out-
pouring of public support into building durable 
capacity and codifying commitments to wel-
come all newcomers. In partnership with local 

and national resettlement agencies, community 
organizations and leaders, refugees, communi-
ty sponsorship groups, nonprofits, businesses, 
faith-based institutions, veterans, universities, 
four former Presidents and four former First 
Ladies, Welcome.US is the single point of en-
try for Americans who want to get involved and 
support those who are starting new lives in the 
United States.

A project of Welcome.US, the Welcome 
Fund provides philanthropy, major donors, and 
the private sector an effective and coordinated 
national mechanism that will enable communi-
ties to not only support those seeking refuge, 
but also to build a movement of welcome that 
extends beyond this immediate crisis. The Fund 
is informed by the strategic vision of Welcome.
US and led by an advisory committee composed 
of leaders who bring lived experience, refugee 
resettlement expertise, grantmaking knowl-
edge, and other resources that are essential 
to executing the Fund’s mission. Welcome.US 
does not make recommendations on individual 
grants.

To learn more about Welcome.US, visit 
welcome.us.

Hearts & Homes for Refugees is a non-
profit volunteer-driven organization that works 
with the U.S. Department of State-designated 
agencies to welcome refugees. Hearts & Homes 
inspires, educates and equips others to resettle, 
assist and advocate for refugees. This growing 
network of neighbors, community organiza-
tions, faith, student and civic groups offers 
safe and inclusive communities to our refugee 
neighbors and empowers them to rebuild their 
lives with hope and dignity.

Resettling refugees, one family at a time.

Hearts & Homes for Refugees Receives $50,000 Grant to Continue 
Welcoming Refugees to the Lower Hudson Valley
continued from page 6
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ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, 
records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 
914-235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  
Excellent References. Call 914-602-7318.

JIMMY’S CUSTOM FLOORING
Jimmy’s Custom Flooring offers floor installation, floor repair and floor refinishing. We do drywall 
and painting! Call 914-469-5585 for details. Licensed and insured.

TREE OF LIFE MUSIC THERAPY
Are you or an aging family member seeking joy and enrichment?  Experiencing loneliness or 
memory loss?  Engage and relax through music during weekly sessions in your home or virtually.  
Songs from the 40’s, 50’s, 60’s and more... Sing along or simply enjoy listening.  Contact Josh at 
914-391-2867.

IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and 
Companion.  Experienced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.

RIVER FRESH AWNING SERVICES
Mobile service that’s at your convenience. River Fresh Detailing offers a wide array of services 
from Awning Cleaning, Pressure Wash, Driveways, Houses and many more. Tel: 914-573-9364 
Email: riverfreshdetailing1@gmail.com Facebook and Instagram: riverfreshdetailing

Leana Walsh
Eldercare Advisory & Owner

No Cost Referral Service
Independently owned and operated

tel 914.362.1745
fax 914.465.7590
lwalsh@assistedlivinglocators.com
assistedlivinglocators.com/westchester

William Joseph Dowling, Jr, 87 years old, 
passed away peacefully after complications 
from surgery and COVID-19 on Tuesday, April 5, 
2022. Bill was a life-long Westchester resident, 
who spent the last 60 years living and work-
ing as a criminal defense attorney in New York 
City and Westchester County from his office 
in Bronxville, NY. Bill was a proud Alumnus of 
Fordham University Law School. He was a vora-
cious reader and prolific historian. Anyone who 
knew Bill will attest to his enthusiastic love of 
the arts.  Bill was a devout traditionalist Roman 
Catholic. Through his deep and abiding faith 
in God, he found tremendous love, friendship, 
support and community in his church family.

Bill was predeceased by his parents, Anna 

Rose Pappalardi Dowling, and William Joseph 
Dowling. He is survived by his beloved chil-
dren, Anna Elisabeth Dowling, William Joseph 
Dowling, III, his grandson, Brendan Dowling, 
and adoring cousins whom he loved as siblings. 
Requiem Mass will be held at St. John Paul II 
Maronite Catholic Church at Immaculate Con-
ception, 199 N. Broadway in Sleepy Hollow, NY 
on Friday, April 8, 2022, at 9:30 am. Interment 
to follow at Holy Mount Cemetery, 1 Cemetery 
Lane, Eastchester, NY.  Flowers may be sent to 
Dwyer & Michael’s Funeral Home in Tarrytown, 
NY. Notes of sympathy and remembrance may 
be sent to Anna Elisabeth Dowling, 4115 Davis 
PL, NW, Washington, DC  20007. Masses for the 
repose of his soul will be greatly appreciated.

William Joseph Dowling, Jr
1935 - 2022

Table Hopping with Morris Gut
Soft Shell Crab Season is Coming

The season for fresh soft-shell crab runs 
through September and there are legions who 
crave this delicacy simply sautéed or deep fried 
with some lemon and butter. Nothing like a 
crispy soft-shell crab sandwich with the prop-
er condiments. They first show up from Florida 
and the Gulf Coast at area markets followed by 
the popular bounty from the Chesapeake. As the 
season wears on more venues will be serving 
them. Here’s where to seek them out locally:

The 808 Bistro, 808 Scarsdale Ave., Scars-
dale (914-722-0808) Chef Salvatore Cucullo Jr. 
will be serving soft shells with creamy polenta 
and cheese & spinach stuffed tomatoes on the 
side. They will also be on hand at their other 
space: El Barrio. www.the808bistro.com 

Saltaire Oyster Bar and Fish House, 55 
Abendroth Ave., Port Chester (914-939-2425) 
Happy Hours have returned to the handsome 
barroom. Soft Shells will be available. www.sal-
taireoysterbar.com 

Artie’s Steak & Seafood, 394 City Island 
Ave., City Island, Bronx (718-885-9885) The 
blackboard lists the weekly specialties served 
with all the trimmings. Jumbo soft shells simply 
sautéed. Wash it all down with one of the house 

specialty cocktails or craft beers. Indoors and al 
fresco. www.artiescityisland.com 

Sammy’s Fish Box, 41 City Island Ave., City 
Island, Bronx. (718-885-0920) Traditional sea-
food. Indoor & outdoor dining, or to go. www.
sammysfishbox.com  

Dubrovnik, 721 Main Street, New Rochelle 
(914-637-3777) This restaurant, the first to spe-
cialize in Croatian/Adriatic cuisine in the metro 
area, excels in fish and seafood so you won’t go 
wrong here. Indoor, al fresco, takeout & deliv-
ery. www.dubrovnikny.com 

Magno’s Grill, 108 Centre Ave., New Ro-
chelle (914-235-0008) Chef Angel Magno offers 
soft shell crabs piccata with caper berries over 
sautéed corn, tomatoes, spinach, with a lemon 
wine sauce. Take-out & delivery. www.magnos-
grill.com 

(Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing con-
sultant and former restaurant trade magazine 
editor. He has been tracking and writing about 
the food and dining scene in greater Westchester 
for 30 years. He may be reached at: 914-235-6591. 
E-mail: gutreactions@optonline.net) 
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Is Your Retirement Account Secure?

BY BERNARD A. KROOKS, 
CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

You may recall previous article which dis-
cussed changes to the requirements for taking 
money out of your retirement accounts. The 
changes were part of the SECURE Act which af-
fected anyone who owns an IRA or other retire-
ment account. 

While there have been significant changes 
to the estate tax over the last several years, those 
changes likely won’t affect most Americans since 
less than 1 percent have estates large enough to be 
subject to the federal estate tax.  Conversely, most 
people have money in retirement accounts and 
over the next two to three decades there will be 
the largest inter-generational transfer of wealth in 
history, with much of the money being transferred 

being held in retirement accounts. 
Retirement accounts allow you to put away 

money, which grows tax-free, and not pay taxes on 
it until you take the money out. Thus, it is a way to 
defer paying taxes, not avoiding taxes. Neverthe-
less, there is great value in being able to defer tax-
es. Given the choice, you are usually better off pay-
ing taxes later, instead of now; unless perhaps you 
expect to be in a higher tax bracket later.  More-
over, the assets in retirement accounts continue 
to grow tax-free, without diminution for payment 
of taxes along the way.  Unfortunately, the defer-
ral doesn’t last forever, and the IRS has rules that 
require minimum distributions (RMDs) be taken, 
depending on the type of retirement account you 
have and your age.  Roth IRAs do not have RMDs 
while you are alive; but there is no tax deduction 
for contributions you make to Roth IRAs. 

The most important change made by the 
SECURE Act was the elimination of the “stretch” 
option for most IRAs.  Previously, if you inherit-
ed an IRA from someone, you were able to take 
those benefits over your life expectancy if proper 
planning was done.  This allowed IRAs to grow in 
amount tax-free without having to be depleted by 
larger mandatory withdrawals since the benefi-
ciary was typically younger than the original IRA 
owner.  Under the SECURE Act, the entire account 
must be distributed within ten years of the account 
owner’s death, unless certain exceptions apply.  

The purported rationale for this change, was that 
the IRA rules were originally intended to provide 
for the owner’s retirement and not intended to be 
a wealth creation vehicle for the beneficiaries. 

Certain beneficiaries are not subject to the 
new 10-year rule, including surviving spouses, mi-
nor children (but not grandchildren), individuals 
with disabilities or those who are chronically ill, 
and individuals who are not more than 10 years 
younger than the IRA owner.  If you qualify under 
these rules, you can still use the life expectancy ta-
bles and stretch out the retirement benefits. 

The SECURE Act also changed the date that 
individuals have to start taking required minimum 
distributions from their retirement accounts from 
age 70 and ½ to age 72.  In addition, IRA contribu-
tions may now be made for those still working re-
gardless of age.  Previously, 701/2 was the age limit 
for those still working. 

When the SECURE Act was enacted, there 
were a lot of unanswered questions concerning 
how the new rules were to be interpreted and 
implemented.  Over the past couple of years, it 
has been confusing and, in some cases, extreme-
ly complicated to compute the proper amount of 
RMD.  The stakes are high, since there is a 50% ex-
cise tax if you don’t take out enough money from 
your IRA each year.  In fact, this rule continues to 
apply to your IRA beneficiaries after your death. 

Recently, in an attempt to clarify and provide 

additional guidance on the SECURE Act, the IRS 
has finally issued proposed regulations.  This IRS 
publication is more than 270 pages long and we 
certainly can’t explain all the nuances in this arti-
cle.  Suffice to say, there are probably provisions in 
the new proposed regulations that will affect you 
and your IRA. 

While having a modern estate plan includes 
documents such as a will, trust, financial power of 
attorney and health care directives, it absolutely 
makes sense to give proper attention to your re-
tirement accounts.  Oh, and don’t forget that your 
will typically does not determine who receives 
your IRA at death, since that is covered by your 
beneficiary designation. 

Bottom line:  In light of the new proposed 
regulations regarding the SECURE Act, it probably 
makes sense to take a fresh look at how your re-
tirement accounts are treated in your estate plan.

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner of 
Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Lawyer of 
the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for excellence 
in Elder Law and has been honored as one of the “Best 
Lawyers” in America since 2008. He was elected to the 
Estate Planning Hall of Fame by the National Associa-
tion of Estate Planners & Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is 
past Chair of the Elder Law Committee of the Ameri-
can College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr. 
Krooks may be reached at (914-684-2100) or by visiting 
the firm’s website at www.elderlawnewyork.com.

Girl in Transit: 
The Cowboy 
Poetry Gathering
Celebrating Ranch Life
of the American West
By Barbara Barton Sloane

When you hear the word Cowboy, what comes 
to mind?  A robust, strong, no-nonsense individual, 
right?  So, Cowboy Poetry?  Yes.

The Cowboy Poetry Gathering began as a time 
and place where western ranchers and cowboys 
could gather to share poems about their lives working 
cattle.  Three decades later, the Gathering encom-
passes western poets, musicians, artisans, and story-
tellers sharing their creativity across the country, tell-
ing their stories of hard work, heartbreak, and hilarity 
– what it means to make your way in the rangeland 
West. 

The cowboy’s work is often lonely and isolated, a 
cycle of dirty, dangerous jobs from the spring round-
up through the cattle drive, the end of the trail and the 
return to the ranch.  Not so surprising then that the 
cowboy, as with the miner, the logger, the fisherman 
–has a poetry-seeking tradition, whether it’s reciting 
the classics or reading their own poetry or prose.  

I attended this fascinating event in Elko, Neva-
da. The town is located in the northeastern corner of 
the state, 230 miles from Salt Lake City and 295 miles 
from Reno. The Western Folklife Center, host to the 
Poetry Gathering, is based in Elko and is best known 
as the headquarters for the annual Poetry Gathering – 

but it also shines year-round as an exemplary display 
of contemporary cowboy craftsmanship, ranch life, 
and American Indian art – all three of which tell the 
story of northeastern Nevada’s rich Western cultural 
heritage.

The Lure of Cowboy Life -- While in Elko I 
stayed at the 71 Ranch, a guest ranch for the Work-
ing Cowboy Experience. The “71” is a real cattle ranch 

right in the middle of cowboy country and during my 
stay I had the chance to be a part of day-to-day ranch 
life for a truly authentic experience.  I rode horseback 
over a small part of the ranch’s 38,000 acres, right 
alongside some of the 2,500 head of cattle belonging 
to the ranch. Being new to sitting atop a horse, I elic-
ited a promise from my cowboy guide that my slow-
poke horse would not, under any circumstances, take 
it into his head to run.  He didn’t and I stayed astride 
to the end.  That evening, we had a typical cowboy 
dinner of ribs, baked beans, potatoes and pie.  A group 
of us then gathered around a campfire to ward off 
the chill which crept in at dusk.  We sang along with a 
cowboy who entertained us with well-known West-
ern songs, and, feeling warm and toasty, we were very 
happy campers!

Celebrating Life in the Rural West -- The next 
day I visited the Western Folklife Center where it 
was explained that the Poetry Gathering is a week-
long celebration of life in the rural west, featuring 
the contemporary and traditional arts of western 
ranching culture.  Poetry, music, dance, stories, film, 
photography, food – all contribute to an event that 
has become an annual ritual and a place of personal 
meaning for thousands of people.  And lest you think 
the performers are only the boys, I’m happy to tell you 
there are a lot of authentic cowgirls who recite their 
poetry as well.  Among performers at the event was 
National Public Radio commentator Baxter Black, the 
renowned “wacko” poet whose verse has been heard 
by millions.  I was lucky enough to see Baxter perform 
at the Elko Convention Center, filled to capacity, and 
everyone enjoying his raucous performance.

Among some of Elko’s fun activities that I got a 
chance to experience: I watched a saddle being made 
at the famed J.M. Capriola Company; I saw pottery 
done the old-fashioned way at Tuscarora Pottery 
School; I visited one of Elko’s many casinos; and at 
the Northeastern Nevada Museum I checked out the 
handicrafts of Native Americans and explored, in-

depth, Nevada’s early years with exhibits of mining, 
ranching, native culture and Old West history. I ended 
my day with a delicious dinner at Toki Ona, one of the 
many Basque restaurants in this town.

Elko and the surrounding area has much to of-
fer, from the beauty of the land, the Ruby Mountains 
called the “alps of Nevada,” to the endless prairies 
covered with sage brush, bright yellow rabbit grass, 
juniper forests and dotted with grazing Black Angus 
wherever you look.  The sky is always bright blue, the 
clouds big and billowy, and the mountain goats, big 
horn sheep, and elk are never far away.

Touching Words: There’s a lovely little poem 
that I read at the Folklife Center, aptly called “A Cow-
boy’s Prayer:”

I thank you, Lord, that I am placed so well,
That you have made my freedom so complete
That I’m no slave of whistle, clock or bell,
Nor weak-eyed prisoner of wall and street.
Just let me live my life as I’ve begun
And give me work that’s open to the sky;
Make me a pardner of the wind and sun,
And I won’t ask a life that’s soft or high.

At the Cowboy Poetry Gathering, you’ll 
hear many poems just as heartfelt and pro-
found as this. Come to their next event (January 
30-February 4, 2023) and it’s guaranteed you’ll 
have yourself a howlin’ good time!

If You Go:
The National Cowboy Poetry Gathering
www.nationalcowboypoetrygathering.org

Barbara Barton Sloane is a Pelham-based Travel 
Editor/Columnist who writes for a number of 
both national and international publications. 
She delights in sharing her global travel experi-
ences with our readers.
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Virtual and “Live” Calendar of Events

Be sure to email your upcoming virtual 
or live events to:

shorelineproduction@gmail.com

Westchester Italian Cultural Center
One Generoso Pope Place, Tuckahoe
5 Week Programs Now Available – May 2 to June 6
Language Classes – Mommy and Me, Ages 4-6, Ages 7-12, Adult Beginner and Adult Intermediate. 
Visit www.wiccny.org/language to reserve a spot

Hundred Acre Wood Exhibit “Forest Friends”
April 9 through May 29 (select days and times)
Lasdon Park, Arboretum and Veterans Memorial
Route 35, Somers. (2610 Amawalk Road, Katonah)
Located inside the Conservatory, this presentation walks viewers through a “storybook” fantasy 
featuring the original characters of A.A. Milne and inspired art of E.H. Shepard. Winnie the Pooh 
and friends come to life with enchanting visuals that teaches children about the importance of our 
forests and the inhabitants that live there. The display features five giant books, over six-feet tall 
that will present a poetic, animated lesson centered around a character from the classic works. In 
addition, interactive signage will coordinate with each lesson allowing children and adults a hands-
on sensory experience. Visit www.lasdonpark.org to order tickets or call 914-864-7268 for more 
information.

Italy: The World’s Lifestyle Superpower
June 1 at 7:30pm
Westchester Italian Cultural Center, One Generoso Pope Place, Tuckahoe
Presented by Carla Gambescia. Go to wiccyn.org/events to grab a ticket for this live event.

Yonkers Philharmonic Concerto Competition Concert
May 7 at 3pm
Lincoln High School, 375 Kneeland Avenue, Yonkers
Free
What do Hastings-on-Hudson, Ardsley, Rye, Yonkers, Eastchester and New Rochelle have in com-
mon?  They’re the winners’ hometowns of the 2022 Yonkers Philharmonic Concerto Competition.  
The top five winners will perform with the Yonkers Philharmonic in their first live in the newly renovat-
ed and dedicated Jo Caruso Auditorium. Sponsored by the Fine Arts Orchestral Society of Yonkers, 
Inc. www.yonkersphilharmonic.org 571-310-7060

The following events are sponsored by the 
Hudson River Audubon Society
Nature Walk
May 7 at 10am
Lenoir Nature Center, 19 Dudley Street, Yonkers
Free. Email Debbi Dolan (turlan@optonline.net) to 
register.

Mother’s Day Warbler Walk
May 8 at 8am
Lenoir Nature Center, 19 Dudley Street, Yonkers
Free. Email info@hras.org to register.

Cooking Class: Anise Biscotti
May 23 at 6:30pm
Westchester Italian Cultural Center, 
One Generoso Pope Place, Tuckahoe
Join Chef Carlo Pollicina of Sal & Dom’s Pastry 
Shop in the Bronx. (includes Antipasto and Wine)
Register at https://www.wiccny.org/events

Mother’s Day Charity Plant Sale
May 6 from 9am to 3pm and May 7 from 10am 
to 3pm
Asbury-Crestwood United Methodist Church, 
167 Scarsdale Road, Tuckahoe
Annual plant sale to benefit local charities, spon-
sored by the Asbury United Methodist Women’s 
Group. Annuals, flat, hanging baskets, vegeta-
bles. 4” potted plants $8 each, 4 for $30; flats 
$25; 1/2 flats $15; hanging baskets $25-35. Cash, 
checks, Paypal, Venmo accepted. For more in-
formation, call the church office at 914-779-3722 
or email asburyumc167@gmail.com.

The British are Coming: An Afternoon Exploring 
the American Revolution
May 14 from 12:30 to 3pm
St Paul’s Church National Historic Site, 897 S. 
Columbus Avenue, Mount Vernon
At 12:30pm, long time Eastchester Town Historian and 
retired teacher Richard Forliano probes the searing 
history of the Revolutionary War in Westchester 
County, chronicling battles, family divisions, hardship 
and heroes, in a county that experienced the war 
longer and more painfully than any other region in 
the new republic. General Washington is expected to 
be on hand. The premiere performance of “Stand Off 
at Staten Island,” an original play recreating the tension, history and drama of a fateful peace confer-
ence between British and American leaders will take place at 2pm. For additional information about 
this free event, visit www.nps.gov/sapa

The Bronxville Pops Concert Band Summer Concert Series
Wednesdays on July 6, 13, 20 and 27 at 8pm
Great Lawn in front of the Bronxville High School
The Bronxville Pops Concert Band will be presenting their annual live FREE 2022 concert series in 
July. Support over the years has been from business and individuals from Bronxville and surrounding 
communities. The concerts, will feature music from the great American Songbook. Donations may be 
mailed to Box 284, Bronxville NY 10708. For further information, email thebronxvillepops@gmail.com



Let the #1 real estate brokerage 
guide you home in Westchester.

Our offices:
Scarsdale | Armonk | Chappaqua
Dobbs Ferry | Larchmont | Pelham
Rye | Rye Brook | Bronxville

compass.com

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides 
by equal housing opportunity laws. 914.238.0676. 
*Source: 2021 Closed Sales Volume, U.S., RealTrends 500.
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