
The Bronxville Bulletin    •     June 2023    •    Page 1    •     www.thebronxvillebulletin.com

COMPLIMENTARY ISSUE! 

Bronxvillejune 2023      vol. 19  - issue 6

Bulletinthebronxvillebulletin.com

T
h

e

PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE

 PAID
WHITE PLAINS, NY

PERMIT 5121

ECRWSS

*********ECRWSSEDDM****

    Residential Customer
    Bronxville, NY 10708

Shoreline
Publishing, Inc.

Westchester's Community News
914-738-7869  •  shorelinepub.com

ANNIVE
RSARY

celebrating our

th

Historic Day as Iona Celebrates 
First Commencement as a University

The Class of 2023 will forever be 
known as the first graduating class of Iona 
University.

This historic milestone was celebrat-
ed during Iona’s 79th annual Commence-
ment ceremony on May 19, 2023, the first 
since transitioning to a University in July 
2022. The ceremony honored over 850 
undergraduate and graduate students on 
Iona’s New Rochelle campus, with over 
5,500 faculty, family and friends in atten-
dance.

HEINEKEN USA CEO Maggie  
Timoney ’89, ’92MBA, ’23H, the first wom-

an to serve as CEO of a major beer com-
pany in the United States, delivered this 
year’s keynote address. Timoney also re-
ceived an honorary doctorate degree. She 
began her speech with anecdotes about 
her time as a student at Iona, and then 
delved into key takeaways she wanted 
each graduate to take with them.

“I have three words of wisdom – first, 
be yourself,” she said. “My father once 
gave me the greatest lesson ever. ‘Wheth-
er you’re the Pope or the man sweeping 
the streets, at the end of the day, it’s dust 

to dust and ashes to ashes.’ So, don’t get intim-
idated by titles and really try to be yourself. It 
is the greatest gift you can give yourself and 
equally important allow others to be them-
selves. Number two, build your tribe. Life is a 
contact sport - meeting people in person, look-
ing them in the eye, networking, listening and 
talking. Number three, be present. Memories 
last a lifetime when you’re present. It is more 

difficult now to stay in the moment and it takes 
concerted effort to make that choice.”

“If you’re present and if you’re yourself – 
it’s going to be easier to build your tribe,” she 
concluded. “I’m humbled and honored to have 
been chosen to speak today. Congratulations 
Class of 2023.”

Iona University President Seamus Carey, 
Ph.D., congratulated this year’s class, noting 
that all of their hard work throughout the years 
has prepared them for a bright and meaningful 
future ahead.

“You not only know how to collect data; 
you know how to decipher its meaning. You not 
only know how to administer an I.V.; you under-
stand the impact of the medicine. You have not 
only read literary texts; you understand how 
they shape our understanding of human iden-
tity,” Carey said. “Iona graduates are known for 
giving attention to what is important and us-
ing their education to make an impact on the 
world. I look forward to the Class of 2023 build-
ing on that tradition.”

Aidan Connolly ’23, outgoing president of 
the Student Government Association (SGA), 
welcomed his fellow Gaels and guests, offering 

Maggie Timoney delivering the keynote address.
Courtesy of Ben Hider

continued on page 4
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Fifth Grader LelaRose is Principal for 
the Day at The Chapel School

On Wednesday, May 17, Fifth Grader LelaRose was Principal for the Day at The Chapel School.  
Her day consisted of welcoming students on car line, running a Fire Drill, reading to her sister’s 
preschool class, signing an executive order granting her class a non-uniform day and a “power 
lunch” at The Bronxville Diner.  She handed out Workers of the Week before making important 
announcements and helping with social media posts and this press release. When asked what her 
favorite part of the day was, LelaRose said, “I really enjoyed reading to my sister’s class” LelaRose 
won this opportunity at the 2023 Gathering of Friends Roaring 20s GALA on March 24. 

For more information about The Chapel School, please visit www.thechapelschool.org.

Unveiling Ceremony for The Healing 
Garden at Ridge Road Park

In September 2022, in 
recognition of National Suicide 
Prevention Month, Westches-
ter County Government broke 
ground on The Healing Garden 
at Ridge Road Park. The tranquil 
site was created to build aware-
ness of suicide prevention, and 
create a safe space for reflec-
tion for family members and 
loved ones of those who end-
ed their lives by suicide. Now, 
in recognition of the month of 
May as Mental Health Aware-
ness Month, County Executive 
George Latimer held a formal 
unveiling ceremony to officially 
welcome the public to the Healing Garden.

Latimer said: “I am very proud to welcome ev-
eryone to visit The Healing Garden at Ridge Road 
Park – the result of a promise we made to people 
who are grieving the loss of a loved one. We want-
ed to create a peaceful site for reflection for family 
members and friends, and help address the stigma 
that is often attached to suicide – a key initiative of 
Mental Health Awareness Month. I hope that when 
a survivor of suicide is having a difficult day, they 
come to this beautiful space and seek comfort and 
solace in their surroundings. Let this garden help 
people to ‘heal,’ and rekindle happy memories while 
they are here.”

The Healing Garden is the result of a planning 

committee Latimer appointed in 2021 to provide 
him with recommendations for a memorial site, and 
is introduced in partnership with the Westchester 
County Departments of Community Mental Health 
(DCMH), Parks, Recreation and Conservation, NAMI 
Westchester and the American Foundation for Sui-
cide Prevention (AFSP).

The Healing Garden at Ridge Road Park con-
sists of a variety of trees, a pathway and benches in 
a circular shape. The Garden is situated within a se-
rene setting, intended as a gathering place for fami-
ly, friends and the public to contemplate and reflect 
on those who have been lost to suicide, and for the 
education and awareness of suicide prevention.
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From the Office of the Mayor

BY MAYOR MARY MARVIN

MAY 22, 2023

In a previous column, I featured some of 
the most frequently asked questions directed at 
Village government that related to the Police De-
partment in particular.

As a result of the positive responses I re-
ceived, I thought I would extend questions to 
other departments in Village Hall and enlisted our 
incredible staff in sharing what inquiries come 
their way with some frequency. 

I will divide by department and encourage 
you to keep asking questions and reaching out to 
us because it quite sincerely helps us to do our 
jobs in an even more responsive and efficient 
manner.
Administrative Offices
• Marriage license says cannot be obtained at 

Village Hall.
• One must go to a city or town which in proxim-

ity means Eastchester, Scarsdale, or Yonkers.
• Once you have a valid license, you are welcome 

to call Village Hall as the two judges and the 

mayor are legally empowered to perform cer-
emonies.

• Birth and death certificates may be obtained at 
Village Hall if the event took place within the 
Village of Bronxville.

• By State law, handicap permits can only be 
given to Village residents. Bronxville post of-
fice addresses must obtain their handicap per-
mits in the city or town to which they pay their 
property taxes.

• Village and school taxes can now be paid on-
line. Village tax bills are mailed in early June 
and to save on time and money, the envelope 
contains two payments stubs. Taxes are due 
on June 30 and December 31 respectively.

• Eastchester town taxes must be paid to East-
chester directly and are due by April 30.

• Does the Village have a Notary available? Yes.  
Village Hall has several staff members available 
for Village related business and by appoint-
ment for non-Village business.

 To learn about any Village news, laws, regula-
tions, sign up for alerts on the Village website.

Building Department
• Do I need a permit to install a playset on my 

property? Yes and you must meet all relevant 
rear and side yard setbacks as well.

• Do I need a permit to renovate a kitchen and/
or a bathroom? Yes and the Building Depart-
ment permit application has examples of what 
is needed for an upgrade. You can find this 
information by visiting the Building Depart-
ment’s webpage.

• How long does it take to receive your permit? 

Once the application is complete, typical re-
view time is 3 to 4 weeks and it is best to have 
all subcontractors file while review is under-
way to speed up the process.

• Do my taxes go up once a certificate of occu-
pancy is issued? Contrary to what many res-
idents believe, closing out a permit does not 
trigger an increase to your taxes. Once a per-
mit is applied for, the Assessor receives a set of 
architectural drawings, showing all improve-
ments being done. Not closing out a permit 
will affect a homeowner when you try to sell 
your house, causing delays in your closing. You 
can call the Building Department to schedule 
an appointment to view your property folder 
and see if you have any open permits prior to 
starting any selling process. 

• Can my permit be expedited? No, Bronxville 
treats everyone equally and permits are re-
viewed on a first come first serve basis.

Sanitation/Recycling
• How do I schedule a bulky waste pick up? 
Head to the Village’s DPW webpage to schedule 

a bulk waste pick-up. Bulk waste pick-ups are 
$20 and materials are collected on the second 
day of your sanitation schedule. There are cer-
tain items our DPW staff is unable to pick up 
so please make sure to read through the bulk 
request specifications to ensure your item can 
be collected. 

• How do I order a food waste bin to join the 
composting initiative? Visit Village Hall, sec-
ond floor and ask for Stephen Shallo. He and 
his staff will be happy to assist you. Each food 

waste bin costs $25 and provides a complete 
kit to get you started on the food scrap collec-
tion program.

Parking
• Where can I get information about long-

term parking options? There is no overnight 
on street parking throughout the Village, but 
overnight parking permits are available in 
specific lots to residents in need of long-term 
overnight parking. Paxton Avenue and Stone 
Place offer 11-hour parking meters with the 
meters requiring  payments in increments of 
a one-dollar minimum for one hour parking. 
Contact our Parking Permit Office at (914) 623-
5379 or email Janine Marsigliano to discuss all 
the parking options available.

Miscellaneous
• If I want to take down a tree, how do I deter-

mine if it is on Village property or private prop-
erty? Before taking down any tree along the 
Village right of way, property owners should 
contact Assistant Village Administrator Ste-
phen Shallo  to confirm ownership of the tree. 
Trees which are situated on Village proper-
ty may not be removed by a resident without 
written Village permission.

• If I notice a sick/dead tree in the Village, to 
whom should I report it? Again, reach out to 
the Assistant Village Administrator Stephen 
Shallo. If the tree is on Village property, we 
will work with our arborist and DPW staff to 
address the situation. If the tree is on private 
property, the homeowner will be instructed by 
Village Hall as to what steps need to be taken. 
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Special EVAC Presentation Given at 
Board Meeting

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Village of Bronxville Mayor Mary C. Marvin 
opened the May 8th Board of Trustees meeting 
with a presentation by Max Goldberg, Deputy 
Chief, Eastchester Volunteer Ambulance Corps 
(EVAC), a 911 EMS Agency serving Eastchester, 
Bronxville and Tuckahoe, their sole 911 Provider.

“We are a not-for-profit organization that 
relies heavily on donations as well as medical 
billing, in order to operate and provide the best 
911 emergency medical care,” Goldberg began.   
“When I started 17 years ago, we were running 
1,800 calls a year; now we are on track for 3,600 
calls this year.

“With this massive uptick, we have had to 
expand our fleet. We now operate four ambu-
lances and three SUV’s to ensure quick response 
times; we are one of the most responsive EMS 
agencies in the County, with a 97.6% response 
rate, not needing additional resources.

Goldberg said that EVAC is a Combination 
Agency, with paid paramedics and spliced-in 

Reservations Open for Trails 
Without Limits Program at 
Lenoir Preserve in Yonkers

Reservations are now open for Westches-
ter Parks Foundation (WPF) Trails Without 
Limits program at Lenoir Preserve in Yonkers.  
The free program allows individuals living with 
cerebral palsy, spinal cord injury, amputation, 
paraplegia, are elderly, or have other disabili-
ties the opportunity to immerse themselves in 
Westchester County Park trails using specially 
designed All-Terrain Trackchairs that can be 
used on dirt trails, mud, sand and grass. 

The All-Terrain Trackchair program is of-
fered at no cost to the user. Individuals with their 
family, friends, and/or caregiver, will experience 
an approximately 1–2-mile hike guided with 

Total Votes Cast: 1,043
Machine: 969
Absentee Ballots: 39
Paper Ballots: 35

The following are the tallies from machine and 
absentee votes

Proposition #1: 2023-24 Budget in the amount of 
$5,797,532
For: 799
Against: 174

Proposition #2: Capital Reserve Fund
For: 780
Against: 166

Proposition #3:  Conduct Board Elections on an “At 
Large” Basis
For: 698
Against: 283

Board Election - There were TWO open seats in 
this year’s election:  
(Write-ins not counted in this unofficially tally)

For the seat held by Michael F. Finley 
Christina Skinner: 524
Jason Curran: 470
Write Ins: 1

For the seat held by Jennifer Russo 
Sara Kenny:  830     
Write Ins: 23

Unofficial BOE Annual 
Vote and Board 
Member Election

Community Farm-to-Table Series 
Begins at Hilltop Hanover Farm

Experience food from source to belly at 
Hilltop Hanover Farm’s Community Farm to Ta-
ble Series, the first Saturday of the month be-
ginning June 3, from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; no 
event in September.

Participants will learn the organic growing 
process, harvest ingredients and prepare sea-
sonal meals in the farm kitchen. The hands-on 
series will provide participants with the oppor-
tunity to meet the farmers and growers, ask 
questions and taste the best seasonal produce 
the farm has to offer.

Westchester County Executive George La-
timer said, “Farm to Table food is not only one 
of the best options for health, it also supports 
our community. I’m thrilled Hilltop Hanover 
Farm is offering classes of this nature to teach 
sustainability to our residents while indulging 

reflections on their unprecedented college ex-
perience. From persevering through a pandem-
ic to celebrating Iona’s rebrand as a University, 
Connolly highlighted that through each new 
chapter, the sense of community at Iona was 
always palpable.

“Whatever your journey has been, I can 
confidently say that you didn’t do it alone,” he 
said. “Whether it be a faculty member, staff, 
administrator, fellow student or a dear friend, 
it was the generosity of others gathered here 
today that made you the person you are.”

The undergraduate student speaker was 
Megan Sweeney ’23, who delivered a moving 
message, expressing how Iona’s commitment 
to service inspired her to join the Peace Corps.

“I will be moving to Rwanda two weeks 
from today,” she said. “There, I will be teach-
ing in rural schools, specifically advocating for 
equal access to education. I would not have 
been inspired to do this at any other institution; 
none of this would have been possible without 
my four years at Iona. If you take away anything 
from these short minutes, I want it to be this – 
use your privilege of obtaining a higher educa-
tion to make the world a better place.”

Next, graduate student speaker Sara Mo-
nahan ’23MBA, encouraged her fellow class-
mates to remain steadfast in their pursuits of 
learning and living with purpose.

“Your education does not end today, it is 
only the beginning,” she said. “Whether you 
pursue additional formal education or simply 
stay curious and open-minded, committing to 
lifelong learning will allow you to become the 
best version of yourself…Pursue your dreams, 
embrace new challenges, and make a meaning-
ful impact on the world around you.”

This year’s ceremony is available for view-
ing on Iona’s Commencement website https://
www.iona.edu/commencement/2023-com-
mencement-videos.  

Historic Day as Iona Celebrates 
First Commencement 
as a University
continued from page 1

EMT’s, with enough paid staffing to operate 
one ambulance; the other three are staffed 
with volunteers turning out from headquarters.  
More information can be found at eastches-
terems.com. 

In the Mayor’s Report, Marvin noted that 
the Farmer’s Market is now open each Satur-
day at the Maltby Lot. The Sidewalk Sale will 
be held on June 2nd and 3rd at approximately 
10:00 a.m.

Administrator James Palmer reminded 
residents that the Village must comply with the 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Permit (MS4) 
to discharge water into the Bronx and Hutchin-
son Rivers.  Measures for compliance include 
Public Education and Outreach, making sure 
homeowners do not put leaves over catch ba-
sins but put them at the edge of curbs; Illicit 
Discharge Detection and Elimination; Con-
struction Site Runoff; Post Construction Man-
agement and Municipal Operations, includ-
ing street sweeping and washing salt off DPW 
trucks.

in some of Westchester County’s offerings!”
Commissioner of the Westchester County 

Department of Parks, Recreation and Conser-
vation, Kathy O’Connor said, “Hilltop Hanover 
Farm is a leader in Westchester County in ed-
ucating the public in sustainable and organic 
practices. I’m certain participants will leave the 
series with new knowledge and full bellies!”

Registration is required. $20 per person. 
All ages welcome; children ages 10 and under 
must be accompanied by an adult and children 
ages five and under are free. Family registration 
available for $50 per family.

For additional info, call: (914) 862-5050, or 
visit hilltophanoverfarm.org.

Hilltop Hanover Farm is located at 1271 
Hanover Street, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598. 
Parking is free.

a WPF volunteer. The Adaptive Hike Program 
is meant to be used by park visitors who need 
hiking assistance to experience a rustic hiking 
trail. Because of limited availability, it may only 
be reserved by those who find it difficult to ex-
perience the designated trail without assistance.

The 90-minute sessions must be reserved 
in advance by logging onto https://www.thew-
pf.org/trailswithoutlimits Registration forms 
must be completed and submitted no later than 
48 hours after registering and emailed it to of-
fice@thewpf.org.

For more information on the program, vis-
it: https://www.thewpf.org/trailswithoutlimits
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The Community Fund gratefully acknowledges the 
2023 Sponsors for Our 37th Annual Golf  Outing

PREMIER SPONSOR
Pepe Auto Group

GRAND SPONSOR
The Raffiani Family Foundation

CART SPONSOR
Strategic Wellness & Insurance 

Management Services, Inc.

WELCOME SPONSOR
The Coquillette Family

DINNER SPONSOR
Ardea Partners

LUNCH SPONSOR
Houlihan & O’Malley Real Estate

COCKTAIL SPONSOR
The Stoltz Team at CØMPASS  

BEVERAGE SPONSORS
Houlihan Lawrence Real Estate

Julia B Fee Sotheby’s

DRIVING RANGE SPONSOR
NewYork-Presbyterian Westchester 

www.thecommunityfund.org 

CØMPASS

Hearts & Homes for Refugees Screened New Documentary 
“Afghan Dreamers,” Highlighting Story of First All-Girls 
Robotics Team From Afghanistan

This past weekend, Hearts & 
Homes for Refugees (HHR), in collabo-
ration with The Picture House Voice & 
Vision Film Festival, hosted a preview 
screening at the Bronxville Theater of 
“Afghan Dreamers,” a stunning docu-
mentary about the first ever all-girls 
robotics team from Afghanistan. Fol-
lowing the screening, HHR Founder 
& President Kathie O’Callaghan was 
joined by director David Greenwald, 
producer David Cowan, and film sub-
ject Roya Mahboob, an Afghan entre-
preneur and philanthropist who found-
ed and mentored the Afghan Dreamers 
robotics team.  

Mahboob, named to Time Maga-
zine’s 100 Most Influential People in the 
World for 2013 for her work in building 
internet classrooms in high schools in 
Afghanistan, formed the robotics team in 2017. Throughout several years, Mahboob worked closely with the 
girls, teaching them robotics and soon traveling across the globe to international competitions. 

As the first female robotics team from Afghanistan, the girls became an international sensation thanks 
to their talent, meeting with world leaders and using their newfound fame to highlight the struggle of Afghan 
girls and the importance of increasing education for all. 

Mahboob spoke to the crowd of the importance of mentorship between Afghan women and young 
girls, and described the takeover of Afghanistan by the Taliban as “the darkest day of my life.” 

She said, “Working with these girls inspired me every day. Going to many of these competitions… they 
asked lots of questions because they are curious about the culture, and so we learned from each other a lot.” 

HHR Founder Kathie O’Callaghan sits down with film subject 
Roya Mahboob, director David Greenwald, and producer David Cowan 
following the screening of “Aghan Dreamers.”

continued on page 10

Comfortable and Convenient
Affordable Rentals - Leasing Now!

These beautifully maintained rental buildings
offer the amenities you need at the price you 
want. Close to Tuckahoe, Bronxville, Metro-North, 
and major highways. No fee.

$2,391.37 - 1 bedroom plus den, 
    includes 1 parking space

$2,652.72 - Renovated 1 bedroom plus den,   
         includes 1 parking space

$2,756.29 - Renovated 2 bedroom, 2 bath,   
        terrace, includes parking space

83 KATONAH AVENUE, KATONAH, NY 10536 914.232.3700 © 2023 DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE. ALL MATERIAL PRESENTED HEREIN IS INTENDED FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. WHILE, THIS INFORMATION 
IS BELIEVED TO BE CORRECT, IT IS REPRESENTED SUBJECT TO ERRORS, OMISSIONS, CHANGES OR WITHDRAWAL WITHOUT NOTICE. ALL PROPERTY INFORMATION, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO SQUARE FOOTAGE, 
ROOM COUNT, NUMBER OF BEDROOMS AND THE SCHOOL DISTRICT IN PROPERTY LISTINGS SHOULD BE VERIFIED BY YOUR OWN ATTORNEY, ARCHITECT OR ZONING EXPERT. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.    

elliman.com

Glorianne Mattesi
Lic. Assoc. R.E. Broker
M 914.393.6990 | O 914.723.6800
glorianne.mattesi@elliman.com
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Iona Preparatory Scholar-Athletes Commit to 
Play Collegiate Sports on National Signing Day

Recently, Iona Preparatory School 
scholar-athletes committed to playing col-
legiate sports as part of the school year’s 
fourth National Signing Day. This brings 
the total to fifteen Division I signings from 
the Class of 2023, along with one Division 
II and thirteen Division III signings with an 
average GPA of just under 90.

The most recent commitments 
mean the New Rochelle private school is 
now sending 18 percent of its graduat-
ing class on to compete collegiately, well 
over the national average of 7-to-8 per-
cent. Similarly, the Maroon & Gold have 
now committed 9 percent to Division I 
schools, compared to the national aver-
age of 2 percent.

Even more impressively, of the sev-
en sports with signees, five are main-
taining averages above 90. Thus far, 
football has produced the most commitments with 13, and the 29 total committed students hail from 17 
different hometowns across the tristate area.                  

The ESPN-style event included remarks by Athletic Director Ryan Mahoney, President Brother 
Thomas R. Leto, Ed.D., and other school dignitaries, with proud parents, teachers, and fellow students 
watching remotely on LocalLive.  

The following local Gaels committed on May 2, 2023: 
Isaiah Bennett, 18, Mount Vernon. Commitment: DIII, SUNY Morrisville. Sport: Football (Wide Re-

ceiver). Other Offers/Interest: Utica, Husson and Albright. Sports: 3 years on Iona Varsity Football and 
2 years Track. Accomplishments: Member of the 2021 League and NYS Catholic State Football Champi-
onship team. Clubs at IP: African American Society

Caleb Gillenwater, 18, New Rochelle. Commitment: DIII, Alvernia University. Sport: Football (TE, 
LB). Other Offers/Interest: Utica, Allegheny, and Lincoln. Sports at IP: Football 4 years, 2 years of Bas-
ketball and 3 years of Track & Field. Accomplishments: 2021 NYSCHSFL State Championship and the 
2022 CHSAA Varsity Basketball City Championship. Clubs at IP: African American Society, Chess Club, 
Music Ministry     

Vito Giordano, 17, Eastchester. Commitment: United States Coast Guard Academy. SPORT: DIII, 
Baseball (Pitcher and Outfielder). Other Offers/Interest: Middlebury College, Trinity College, Tufts Uni-
versity, Catholic University, SUNY Cortland, John’s Hopkins, Ithaca College, Dartmouth College, Quin-
nipiac University. Sports at IP: Baseball, 4 years. Accomplishments: 2022 City Champions and State Run-
ner Up, 2022 Division Champions, Undefeated JV regular season, 0.00 career regular season ERA, 11-0 
varsity pitching record. LoHud player of the week nominee, 3x CHSAA pitcher of the week nominee, 
2023 LoHud 9 Who Shine. Clubs: Italian Club, National Honor Society (NHS), Peer Ministry Program, Ski 
Club, Leadership Committee         

To learn more about Iona Preparatory, visit www.IonaPrep.org. 

Back Row L-R:  Vito Giordano, Xavier Wallace-Messam; Sean 
Degl; Caleb Gillenwater; Kevin McCarvill. Front Row L-R: 
Terrence Walden; Isaiah Bennett, Maxwell Watson 
Photo Courtesy of Iona Prep

Commissioner of DCMH Michael Orth said: 
“We are greatly appreciative of County Executive 
Latimer’s for making mental health and wellness a 
top priority for our County. It has been a true honor 
working with our planning committee and offering 
a place for family and friends to gather and honor 
their loved ones, and help to stop the stigma of sui-
cide and mental illness.”

Commissioner of the Department of Parks, 
Recreation & Conservation Kathy O’Connor said: 
“Ridge Road Park in Hartsdale is the perfect setting 
for The Healing Garden, as it is centrally located in 
Westchester and free to access all year round. The 
236-acre park in our beautiful parks system is ideal 
for visits by families and friends, and is also the site 
of NAMI’s annual mental health walk. We hope it will 
be utilized by anyone who is grieving, and needs a 
tranquil place to heal from loss.”

Westchester County Board of Legislators 
Chair Vedat Gashi said: “Dealing with the loss of a 
loved one is a difficult challenge that unfortunately, 
nearly everyone will experience during their life-
time. The Healing Garden provides a quiet place for 
people to reflect, and remember those loved ones 
who are no longer with us. I thank County Executive 
George Latimer and our Department of Communi-
ty Mental Health for ensuring that mental health 

remains a top priority in Westchester.”
Executive Director of NAMI Westchester 

Marie Considine said: “We at NAMI Westchester 
know firsthand that although all of us have mental 
health, not everyone experiences a crisis. Families 
and friends who have lost a loved one to suicide of-
ten call us, and we give them help and hope. Often 
they are in distress, plus not having, or only having, 
a graveside to visit can increase feelings of sadness. 
The Westchester Healing Garden at Ridge Road 
Park will be a safe, calm, comforting space in nature 
to support anyone as they deal with feelings of loss, 
sadness or any reason to visit.” 

Latimer’s planning committee consisted of 
appointed members including survivors, advo-
cates of suicide prevention and awareness efforts, 
and leadership from County Departments. The 
committee members are as follows: Barbara Bern-
stein, MHA of Westchester; Marie Considine, NAMI 
Westchester; Jill Costa, DCMH; Laura Davis, Survi-
vor/Family Member; Dawn Yancy Elleby, Survivor/
Family Member; Lucille & Roy Ettere, Survivor/
Family Member; Silvia Giliotti, NYS Office of Men-
tal Health; Ellen Hendrickx, Survivor/Family Mem-
ber & Westchester County Ex. Office; Maria Idoni, 
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention (AFSP) 
Mid-Hudson; Aviva Meyer, Westchester County Ex-

ecutive’s Office; Kathleen O’Connor, Commission-
er Westchester Parks & Recreation; Michael Orth, 
Commissioner Westchester County DCMH.

For additional information regarding the 

Healing Garden at Ridge Road Park contact: West-
chester County Department of Community Mental 
Health (DCMH) at (914) 995-5225 or email mmo6@
westchestergov.com

 

Unveiling Ceremony for The Healing Garden at Ridge Road Park
continued from page 2

The Montfort Academy 
is the only classical curricu-
lum, co-educational Catholic 
high school in New York and 
is the only high school in the 
tri-state area that uses the 
Socratic method of instruc-
tion in all classes, including 
STEM. 

Now 20 years old, 
with an enviable college 
admissions track record 
with the Ivy League and 
top-tier schools, 30% of 
graduates regularly attend 
the top 1% of colleges and 
universities; and nearly all 
graduates attend “more 
competitive” or “most 
competitive” colleges and 
universities according to U.S. News and 
World Report. 

Montfort’s mission continues to be the 
formation of the minds, bodies and souls of 
our students, and the school takes a holis-
tic approach to the educating of the whole 
person in a safe and collegial environment. 

At Montfort, students are taught in 
an interdisciplinary manner ref lecting the 
many interrelated facets of the real world.  
In addition to traditional courses, Montfort 
students’ study four years of grammar, log-
ic, rhetoric, philosophy, and Latin with a fo-
cus on writing well, thinking critically, and 
speaking in public confidently.  

With a very low 7:1 student-teacher ra-
tio, Montfort students receive unparalleled 

individual attention in an environment that 
fosters traditional values, creates a sense of 
genuine community for students and their 
families, and seeks to form students into 
people of good character. Montfort offers 
25 clubs and 16 varsity and junior varsi-
ty athletic teams.  Montfort graduates are 
noted for their ability to look adults in the 
eye and engage with them in a confident, 
intellectual, and compassionate way. Mont-
fort students are also known for the sizable 
scholarships that colleges award them.  

The Monfort Academy is located at 125 
E Birch St, Mt Vernon. Visit themonfort-
academy.org or call (914) 699-7090 for more 
information.

The Monfort Academy’s Classical 
Curriculum Uses Socratic Method

The Picture House Party on Kraft

Opening night of the Voice & Vision 
Film Festival held at The Picture House 
Bronxville and The Picture House Pelham. 
Some of the many attendees included Amy 
Brown, Lisa Rao, Helen Knaff and Jen Spitz
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Safe co-ed environment fostering traditional values
Strong community for students and their families
Focus on college level academics and formation of good
character
The only classical Catholic high school in NY
The only Socratic program in the tri-State area that teaches
how to think critically, write well, and speak confidently in
public
7:1 student-teacher ratio, among lowest in NY
25+ Clubs and 16 Varsity and JV Sports Teams
A+ Niche.com overall ranking
Celebrating our 20th Anniversary

CLASS OF
2023

Congratula
tions

www.themontfortacademy.org
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Calendar of Events
Farmers Market
Muscoot Farm
51 Route 100, Katonah
Every Sunday through 
November 9, 9:30am to 2:30pm 
The weekly farmers market sup-
ports farmers and sustainable ef-
forts in our area, featuring over 20 
local vendors each week. Vendors 
vary every week and updates will 
be available on muscootfarm.org.

Be sure to email your upcoming 
virtual or live events to:

shorelineproduction@gmail.com

Kindness Garden Rock Painting
June 1 from 3:30 to 5pm
Ages 3 and up
On the Library Lawn (weather permitting). 
Help paint rocks for the kindness rock garden, 
opening on June 27th during the library’s Sum-
mer Kick-off Program. Sorry no children under 
Age 3 permitted to paint, children 3-6 must be 
accompanied by an adult. Acrylic paints used 
and can stain clothing. Dress appropriately in 
something you won’t mind getting messy. Two 
sessions available, attend one or both. Call 337-
7680, ext 834 for further information.

Thursday Matinee: Black Panther: Wakanda 
Forever (Oscar Series)
June 1 from 1:30 to 4:14pm
Queen Ramonda, Shuri, M’Baku, Okoye, and the 
Dora Milaje fight to protect their nation from 
intervening world powers in the wake of King 
T’Challa’s death. As the Wakandans strive to 
embrace their next chapter, the heroes must 
band together with the help of War Dog Nakia 
and Everett Ross and forge a new path for the 
kingdom of Wakanda.

The Essence of Irving Berlin (Hybrid)
June 5 from 3 to 4pm
This event will take place in person in the Yea-
ger Community Room located on the lower lev-
el of the Library and also on Zoom.  To receive 

the Zoom link, visit https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/tZYtd-ytrTwvHdXVk9jlg-
wRHdnzazzNE3dTX#/registration

American Sign Language Social Hour
June 6 at 4:30pm
Practice ASL with two of Sign Academy’s in-
structors in a welcoming, judgment-free zone!! 
The group Zoom meeting provides an En-
glish-free environment and is a great way to 
put your ASL skills to use! Register at https://
greenburghlibrary.libcal.com/event/10536240

Turtle Dance Music with Mr. Matt
Mondays June 12, July 10 and August 14 at 
11:30am
Yeager Room. Join the fun at the library or log-
in from wherever you are. Visit bronxvilleli-
brary.org for the link.

Battle of the Books Interest Meetings
June 13 at 3:30pm
Grades 4-6 and Grades 6-12
For more information call 337-7680 ext. 834 or 
email bplyouthdept@gmail.com

All Together Now: Summer Reading Challenge
June 19 at 12 noon and runs through August 19
Stop by the Children’s Library to pick up the 
reading log and fill out category card. Receive 
prizes for every 5 hours of reading and for com-
pleting categories. For further details call 337-
7680 ext. 834 or email bplyyouthdept@gmail.
com

Sidewalk Chalk Obstacle Course Challenge
June 27 from 1 to 3pm
For all ages. Complete the Outdoor Obstacle 
Course and receive a little prize. Register for 
Summer Reading. Pick up one of the tots-to-
teens leveled literacy sheets, reading logs, cat-
egory cards, tic-tac-toe or bingo boards.

Jazzy Love Songs Singalong Performance
June 30 from 3 to 4pm
Takes place in person, in the Yeager Room. Join 
local performer Yara Hoppinstein as she croons 
favorite jazzy love songs. Song lyrics will be dis-
played on a big screen to sing along with.

Senior Cinema
The Picture House Bronxville
Tuesdays at 2:30pm, June 6 through 27
Senior 65 and up can view a matinee screening for free at TPH Bronxville. Senior Cinema is made possi-
ble through support from ConEdison. For details, visit https://thepicturehouse.org/

2023 Juneteenth Celebration
Tuckahoe Poetry and Creative Writing Contest
June 17 from 12pm-6pm
Main Street Park, 1-25 Marbledale Avenue
Presented by Tuckahoe Juneteenth Committee
Write a short poem or story about yourself, your community or problems you want to fix in the world. Sub-
mit your work to us and we will select 3 submissions to perform at our upcoming Juneteenth event and 
win a gift card. Best contact information email: tuckahoejuneteenth22@gmail.com. Alternate location if it 
rains | Tuckahoe Community Center, 71 Columbus Avenue. More Info: pcnyhistory.com

Trip to Italy Information Session
Westchester Italian Cultural Center
One Generoso Pope Place, Tuckahoe
June 5 
Presented by Professor Joe Spedaliere. Discussion includes 
current international
Travel guidance, cost/fees, deposit/registration information, 
questions and answers.
9 nights/11days from October 8 – 19. All attendees must RSVP 
to www.wiccny.org and click on events. 
To see the official brochure, visit https://www.wiccny.org and click on the photo “Trips to Italy”. 

Westchester County Historical Society Annual Meeting
Union Church of Pocantico Hills, 555 Bedford Rd, Tarrytown
June 10 from 3 to 5pm
Tickets at westchesterhistory.com. James Wood 
of Bedford will be honored with the Sy Shulman 
Award. 

Free Summer Concert Series
Bronxville Pops Concert Band
July 5, 12, 19, 27 at 8pm
Concert Band marks their 49th year performing 
under the stars at The Bronxville High School. 
Bring a chair and blanket. Enjoy traditional 
concert band music. Donations are respectfully 
requested. The Bronxville Pops Concert Band, 
PO Box 284, Bronxville, NY 10708

What’s Happening at the Bronxville 
Public Library 
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Common Medicaid Mistakes
BY BERNARD A. KROOKS, 

CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

We written often about the catastrophic cost 
of long-term care and how it can bankrupt many 
middle-class families who do not adequately plan 
for this.  Unfortunately, Medicare does not pay for 
long-term care.  Thus, many families are forced to 
pay out of pocket or try to qualify for Medicaid, which 
is a means-tested government benefit program that 
has strict income and asset requirements in order to 
qualify.  Here are some common mistakes that are 
made when people apply for Medicaid:  

1. Failure to keep good financial records.  When 
applying for nursing home Medicaid in New York, you 
are required to submit financial and bank records for 
five years.  The local Department of Social Services re-
views these statements to see if there have been any 
uncompensated transfers of assets.  Certain transfers 
of assets could cause you to be ineligible for a peri-
od of five years, or longer.  Thus, the local Medicaid 
agency has the right to review all transactions that 
occurred in your accounts during the Medicaid look-
back period (five years).  As the applicant, you have the 
burden of proving what happened to any assets that 
you had during the look-back period.  Therefore, it is 
very important for you to be able to produce appro-

priate documentation, if requested. 
2. Making changes to how assets are held with-

out consulting a lawyer who understands Medic-
aid laws. Sometimes, people will try to navigate the 
Medicaid process on their own and this can be costly.  
Some mistakes that we have seen include failing to 
take advantage of exempt transfers, making transfers 
of assets at inappropriate times, and not considering 
the tax consequences of transfers.  One client thought 
she was doing the right thing by gifting her home to 
her daughter while she was alive in an effort to pro-
tect the house from Medicaid estate recovery.   Un-
fortunately, when the daughter sold the house after 
mom died, she incurred several hundred thousand 
dollars in capital gains taxes which could have been 
avoided by using a Medicaid asset protection trust. 

3. Applying for Medicaid too soon. Some clients 
hire a non-attorney or have the Medicaid application 
submitted by the Medicaid coordinator at the nursing 
home.  While this might make sense if there were no 
asset transfers or other assets that the person wished 
to preserve, it can be a disaster if assets were gifted 
during the look-back period.  Sometimes, waiting just 
a short period of time to submit the Medicaid appli-
cation can save tens of thousands of dollars, or more.  
There are complex Medicaid penalty period calcu-

lations that must be done in order to determine the 
appropriate time to submit the application.  Filing too 
early can cause a longer penalty period to apply and a 
Medicaid denial. 

4. Thinking it is too late to do any planning.  
While it is always better to plan early, it is never too 
late.  Of course, the sooner you plan, the more mon-
ey you will be able to save, but in most cases, at least 
some assets can be preserved even if someone has 
already gone into a nursing home.  

5. Not understanding applicable exempt re-
sources and asset transfers.  As stated earlier, Med-
icaid imposes a penalty period on uncompensat-
ed transfers of assets during the look-back period.  
However, certain transactions may be exempt, such 
as spending down countable resources by paying off 
debt (mortgage/credit cards), purchasing a prepaid 
funeral for the Medicaid applicant and spouse, trans-
fers of assets to disabled children or to qualified trusts 
for disabled individuals, to name a few. 

6. Not executing a durable power of attorney.  
This common mistake applies to many individuals, 
not just ones seeking to apply for Medicaid.  At some 
point, many of us may suffer from a cognitive impair-
ment, which necessitates decision-making by a third 
party, usually a family member.  The most cost-effec-
tive and simplest way to accomplish this is to execute 

a durable power of attorney which appoints one or 
more people to act on your behalf if you are unable 
to do so. While there are many “boilerplate” forms out 
there, caution should be taken in simply using an old 
form when the laws may have changed which now re-
quires more specialized knowledge about the antici-
pated needs of an incapacitated individual. Therefore, 
it is important not only to execute a durable power of 
attorney before it is needed, but also getting the right 
kind of power of attorney to maximize the options 
both now and in the future. Failure to do so might ne-
cessitate the need for a time-consuming and expen-
sive guardianship proceeding. 

That is just a few of the mistakes that we have 
seen people make as they go through the Medicaid 
application process.  This is truly the case where an 
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure! 

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner of 
Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Lawyer of 
the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for excellence 
in Elder Law and has been honored as one of the “Best 
Lawyers” in America since 2008. He was elected to the 
Estate Planning Hall of Fame by the National Associa-
tion of Estate Planners & Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is 
past Chair of the Elder Law Committee of the American 
College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). 914-684-
2100, www.littmankrooks.com.

Table Hopping with 
Morris Gut: Outdoor 
Farmers Markets

Girl in Transit: When it's Sleepy Time Down South
Touring the charms of Shreveport, Natchitoches and Vacherie, Louisiana

BY BARBARA BARTON SLOANE

Bet you didn’t know that the state of Louisiana 
is now a major venue for film makers. New Orle-
ans has always been a favorite spot for filming, but 
Hollywood has now discovered many other spots 
in this state that have much to offer. In Shreveport, 
for example there are lucrative tax incentives, lower 
cost of living, and the ability of these destinations to 
look like “Every Town USA.”  So, next time you visit, 
don’t be surprised if you come across one of your 
fave stars casually lounging on a park bench, taking a 
break from the action.

I traveled the state from Shreveport to Natchi-
toches and on to Vacherie and one of my many de-
lightful surprises was finding cities and towns filled 
with culture, history, and fun activities.  No surprise 
but still pretty wonderful: the food! No trip here 
would be complete without sampling traditional 
dishes like red beans and rice, jambalaya, shrimp 
Creole, gumbo, and crawfish etouffee. 

Shreveport is home to the famed Municipal 
Auditorium where, in 1954, Elvis made his very first 
professional singing appearance as a member of the 
Louisiana Hayride. In his honor, there is erected a 
hip-swinging, guitar-clutching statue of the man 
right in front of the Auditorium.  The building was 
completed in 1929, embodies an intricate art deco 
design and is equal in size to six football fields. I took 
a tour and learned of its spectacularly rich musical 
heritage. Memorabilia from the many famous that 
have appeared on its vast stage, from Johnny Cash 
and Faron Young, to Kris Kristofferson brought a 
haunting nostalgia to my experience. I could almost 
hear Hank Williams calling “Hey Good Lookin’” down 
a long corridor. 

When in Shreveport, visit the Logan Mansion.  
The house was built in 1897 and is one of the finest 
remaining Queen Anne Victorian homes in the city.  

You can have a tour and hear stories of many super-
natural encounters that have occurred within its 
walls – fun stuff to add to Shreveport life and culture, 
both then and now.

An hour’s drive away lies the city of Natchi-
toches (pronounced NAK-a-tish), a National Heri-
tage Landmark District and the oldest permanent 
settlement of the Louisiana Purchase Territory. 
More than 70 communities associated with Louisi-
ana Creole culture are found in this area. Creoles are 
known as a people of mixed French, African, Spanish 
and Native American ancestry.  This culture began as 
an offspring of the Old World and the New when this 
country was still being colonized. Creoles have lived 
their lives being somewhat misunderstood, misrep-
resented and misinterpreted.  Rejected by both black 
and white society, Creoles had a strong bond with 
one another, were self-sufficient and had to create a 
world of their own. 

Here the Cane River National Heritage area is 
known for its historic plantations, Creole architec-
ture, and a multi-cultural legacy.  The 116,000 acre 
national heritage district includes the National Park, 
three state parks, seven historic landmarks, and sev-

eral plantations, all of which are open to the public. 
I lunched at The Creole Rose in Natchez, a 15 min-
ute drive from Natchitoches and was greeted by the 
owner/chef Janet, who makes a mean meat pie, a 
delicios jambalaya and a to-die bread pudding with 
wine sauce.   

More than sixty years ago, a servant at the 
Melrose Plantation took a brush and some discard-
ed paints and tried her hand at painting.  What she 
referred to as “making a picture” began the career 
of Clementine Hunter, who ultimately gained world-
wide acclaim as one of the finest painters of folk 
art.  Frequently referred to as the “Black Grandma 
Moses,” her work’s colorful panels tell the story of 
plantation life at Melrose, and are installed at Afri-
can House, a building on the plantation. The plan-
tation itself is unique, having been established by 
the Metoyers, a family of gens de couleur libre (free 
people of color). 

If your idea of a Southern plantation is rolling 
lawns, sweeping live oaks, and tall white pillars front-
ing an antebellum mansion, you’ll find all this and 
more at Oak Alley Plantation.  Located on the Missis-
sippi River in Vacherie, Oak Alley has been called “the 
Grande Dame of the Great River Road.”  The setting 
is spectacular as you approach the mansion through 
a quarter mile of impressive 300-year–old live oak 
trees.  The plantation is also a Bed and Breakfast 
inn. Several century-old cottages are located on the 
grounds and one’s respite is guaranteed to be quiet 
and peaceful. Sleepy time down south, indeed!

If You Go:
Louisiana Travel Board
www.louisianatravel.com
Barbara Barton Sloane is a Pelham-based Trav-

el Editor/Columnist who writes for a number of both 
national and international publications. She delights 
in sharing her global travel experiences with our 
readers

BRONXVILLE FARMERS MARKET This bus-
tling market runs every Saturday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. thru November. It is located at Stone 
Place at Paxton Ave., Bronxville. 914-337-6040 
www.bronxvillefarmersmkt.org 

THE PELHAM MARKET, open Sundays 
10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Harmon Ave. & Fifth Ave. Go 
to Facebook, or www.pelhammarket.org 

NEW ROCHELLE FARMERS MARKET, the 
market operates Fridays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
on the green at Thomas Paine Cottage Museum 
on North Ave. www.downtoearthmarkets.com 

LARCHMONT FARMERS MARKET, Metro 
North Station at Chatsworth Ave./Myrtle Blvd., 
Larchmont. Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 pm. www.
downtoearthmarkets.com 

TUCKAHOE FARMERS MARKET runs Sun-
days 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Depot Square at the Metro 
North Station, 65 Main Street. 

SCARSDALE FARMERS MARKET In the Dale. 
The tents go up every Thursday from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. One Boniface Circle, near Metro-North 
station. www.villagegreenmarkets.wixsite.com/
scarsdalemarket 

MUSCOOT FARMERS MARKET Muscoot 
Farmers Market, part of Muscoot Farm on Rt. 
100 in Katonah, has reopened for the season. 
The market operates every Sunday from 9:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. thru November. Free admis-
sion. For further info: 914-864-7283, or www.
muscootfarm.org

(Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing con-
sultant and former restaurant trade magazine 
editor. He has been tracking and writing about 
the food and dining scene in greater Westchester 
for 30 years. He may be reached at: 914-235-6591. 
E-mail: gutreactions@optonline.net) 
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CLASSIFIEDS

ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, records, 
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 914-235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with Alzheimer’s, 
Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  Excellent References. Call 
914-602-7318.

IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and Compan-
ion.  Experienced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.

LIVE IN CARETAKER
Seeking a live in caretaker for elderly woman to assist with companionship, appointments and 
more. Contact me at 914-298-8872.

When the Taliban regained control of Af-
ghanistan in 2021, the repressive regime called 
for the deaths of the five girls, who in their rise to 
success and international fame, represented all 
that the Taliban sought to tear down, mainly the 
remarkable progress and hope for Afghan girls. 

“Every scene in this movie is about hope and 
fear,” Greenwald said. “We hope that what they’ve 
done, their accomplishment and their dreams for 
Afghanistan will continue, but we were so afraid of 
what might happen if the Taliban took over. And 
unfortunately, our worst fears were realized.”

NY-based, award-winning director David 

Hearts & Homes for Refugees Hosts Screening ...
continued from page 5

Greenwald, and New Rochelle native producer Da-
vid Cowan assisted with the Dreamer’s flight from 
their home.

“It was very personal for me because my par-
ents were refugees,” Greenwald told the crowd. 
“My earliest memories were of my mother… telling 
me about how she and her sisters were taken to 
concentration camps. She was 15 years old, around 
the same age the girls were when we first met 
them.”

Hearts & Homes for Refugees Afghan refu-
gee, Nelofar Sorosh, also spoke following the film. 
“I have a message for the Afghan Dreamers. I want 

to tell them, thanks for being brave... and that they 
are not alone, and they are not the only people who 
fight for Afghanistan and for freedom. Any Afghan, 
which is in any part of the word, will definitely fight 
for freedom, for women, and for education and for 
the empowerment of Afghan girls.” 

As a regional leader of volunteer-driven ref-
ugee welcoming since 2016, HHR is expanding the 

network of private citizens committed to active-
ly resettling and assisting refugees in the Lower 
Hudson Valley. Raising awareness about refugees 
undergirds the organization’s efforts to build more 
welcoming communities.

Visit www.heartsandhomesforrefugees.org
Afghan Dreamers is now available for stream-

ing on Paramount Plus.
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Bronxville families recently took a trip 
around the world at the Bronxville PTA Inter-
national Fair. 37 countries were represented 
in the Meadow Atrium and Cafe. On the tour, 
with passports in hand, visitors learned about 
each country’s history and culture, and even 
enjoyed the local cuisine. Bantiza in Bulgaria, 
cheese in Switzerland, spanakopita and kou-
lourakia in Greece, scones and clotted cream in 
the UK, croissants in France, plantain chips and 
tres leches in Honduras, hummus and falafels 
in Israel, boba milk tea mochi, pineapple cake, 
and scallion pancakes in Taiwan were just some 
of the delights available. And while the younger 
children might not have tried all of the interna-
tional cuisines, they did take seriously their job 
of making sure to get their passports stamped 
upon entry/ exit of each country. they did take 
seriously their job of making sure to get their 
passports stamped upon entry/exit of each 
country. 

Thank you, merci, gracias, danke, gra-
zie, obrigado, mam’noon, dhanyavaad, xièxiè, 
shukraan, arigato, khàawp-khun, ngiyabon-
ga, Kathryn Kempton, Tatiana Castro-Taboas, 
Lia Gravier, Teresa Brady, Rehka Waggoner, 
and Delphine Bouston-Quieti for bringing the 
world.

Bronxville PTA International Fair 2023

Group of Stepinac High School Students 
Address Dangers of E-Cigarettes

A group of students in Stepinac High School’s new Foroige Leadership for Life Program recent-
ly held an Anti-Vaping session for the entire student body of 800 that assembled in the Major Bowes 
Auditorium to hear presentations by local health and law enforcement officials about the alarming 
and harmful effects of e-cigarette use by young people.

The initiative was led by Stepinac’s group of 11 seniors who attended the Foroige Leadership 
Conference last summer at Maynooth University, Ireland, a unique learning opportunity for young 
people to develop the skills and attributes of strong leadership. It was the first time Stepinac had 
participated in the conference which resulted in the students creating Stepinac’s Foroige program. 
It has expanded with a roster comprising 19 students, all juniors.

Guest speakers at the Anti-Vaping session presented facts about e-cigarettes and vaping and 
the risks they pose to youth including impact on the brain which is still developing until the age 
of 25, poisoning, long-term respiratory illnesses, nicotine addiction, among other harmful effects. 

The goal of the seminar was to increase awareness of the issue and an understanding of the 
facts which are key to prevention.

Stepinac’s 19 Foroige junior students will attend this year’s Foroige Leadership for Life Confer-
ence which will again be held in Ireland, July 31-August 4.
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Let the #1 real estate brokerage 
guide you home in Westchester.

Our offices:
Scarsdale | Armonk | Chappaqua
Dobbs Ferry | Larchmont | Pelham
Rye | Rye Brook | Bronxville

compass.com

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides 
by equal housing opportunity laws. 914.238.0676. 
*Source: 2022 Closed Sales Volume, U.S., RealTrends 500.

*


